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This a r t i c l e was prepared as a h a n d - l i s t f o r use in the f i e l d , when the 
author had the o p p o r t u n i t y to spend a few days in southeastern Spain. I t 
îs pr imar i 1 y based on the check 1 i s t of Europe by Mertens and Wermut h (1960) . 
The region covered by the present synopsis is del ineated in F i g . 1 . General 
1 t t e r a t u r e on the region includes Hellmich (1956, 1962), Klemmer ( 1963), 
Mertens ( 1925) , and Pasteur and Bons ( i 9 6 0 ) . 

2Q° 

f i g . 1 Map of Spain d e p i c t i n g the region under study. 
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Annotated C h e c k l i s t t o the Saurofauna of Southeastern and Central Spain 

Angu i dae 

Anguls f , f r a g i l i s (LINNAEUS), 1758 

Type l o c a l i t y : Sweden 

Chamaeleon idae 

Chamaeleo a. ohamaeleon (LINNAEUS), 1758 

Type l o c a l i t y r e s t r i c t e d by Mertens and MUller ( 1928) : North 
A f r i ca 

The chamaeleon i s said to be very rare in southern Spain and 
t h e r e f o r e should not be c o l l e c t e d . 

Geckon idae 

Eemvdaotylus t . tiœo-icus (LINNAEUS), 1758 

Type l o c a l i t y r e s t r i c t e d by Schmidt ( 1953) : Asian Turkey 

Tarentola m. mauwitanïca (LINNAEUS), 1758 

Type 1ocalÏ t y : Maurî tan i a 

An a d u l t specimen t y p i c a l of t h i s Mediterranean gecko was found 
on a rock near the f o o t p a t h from the lookout t o the o l d har
bour, Benidorm; i t w a s taking a sunbath e a r l y in the morning. 

Lacert i dae 

This f a m i l y , c o n t r i b u t i n g the major element of the European 
saurofauna, is poorly known despite a l l of the e f f o r t s of Eu
ropean herpetologÎsts and the tens of thousands of specimens 
amassed in museum c o l l e c t i o n s . Since Boulenger (1920/1921) no 
one has undertaken the time consuming and p a i n s t a k i n g job to 
attempt a r e v i s i o n of a l a r g e r subspecies, or species complex; 
the outstanding exception i s the very few, however , who d i d not 
dea 1 w i t h the Span i s h 1 i zards such as Broad 1 ey (1972) , Da rev sky 
(1967) , Eis e n t r a u t (19^9), Lantz (1928/1930) , and Peters (19*2). 

This c h a o t i c s i t u a t i o n , e s p e c i a l l y in the genera Laoevta and 
Evemias and t h e i r close a l l i e s , is r e f l e c t e d by our current 
knowl edge of the Spanish forms; e.g. we know ne î th e r the number 
of w a l l l i z a r d species nor t h e i r varîat ion at the subspecific 
l e v e l . Therefore i t is deemed necessary t o give a l l names 
assigned to Laoerta h-Lspan-iaa i n the region, although many are 
considered synonyms. 

Genus Acanthodactylus 

Aoanthodaotylus e. erythrurus (SCHINZ), 1833 

Type l o c a l i t y : Spain 

Genus Algyvo-ides 

A l l Spanish forms in t h i s genus are r a r e . T heir occurance is 
sporadic, as they a l l r e q u i r e a high a i r - h u m i d i t y . This îs-
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o l a t i o n o f populations e f f e c t s subspecïfic d i v e r s i t y , which, 
due to the s c a r c i t y of specimens, i s unknown. See Buchholz 
(1964) and Klemmer (i960) f o r a d d i t i o n a l data. 

Algyro-ides hildagoi BOSCA, 1916 

Type l o c a l i t y : San lld e f o n s o , 1192 m el e v . , Sierra de Guadar-
rama, cent ra1 Spa î n 

Known only from the holotype, which apparently has been l o s t . 
Algyroides m.marahi VALVERDE, 1958 

Type l o c a l i t y : Piedro de Aguamula, Sierra de Cazorla, Province 
o f Jaén 

Algyroides marahi ni-ethammeri BUCHHOLZ, 1964 

Type l o c a l i t y : near the mountain pass (1480 m elev.) a t ca. 
1430 m elev., road from A1cara*z to Rîôpar, S i erra de Agua , Pro
vince of Jaén, southeastern Spain 

Known only from the holotype. 

Genus Laaerta 

A d d i t i o n a l data on the systematîcs of thïs group can be found 
in Buchholz (1963), Cyrén (1928, 1934), and Klemmer ( 1959) . 

Laaerta h-ispanica STE I NDACHNER, 1 870 

I t is not known, whether Laaerta bocagei SEOANE, 1844 îs a 
d i s t i n c t species or represents only a subspecies of L. h i s -
paniaa. I f i t i s indeed d i s t i n c t on the s p e c i f i c l e v e l , a r e 
arrangement of other subspecies, which are c u r r e n t l y defined 
as L. hispan-iaa, is warranted. 

A female specimen, nearly 6 cm snout-vent length, from I s l a de 
Benidorm (the island opposite t o the famous hotel - town of 
Benidorm), and i t s h a b i t a t are depicted in the photos ( f i g s . 
2 , 3, 4 ). The i s i and i s densely popul a ted wi th 1 î zards , whereas 
they are shy and very rare on the mainland ( s i g h t records e x i s t 
from the mountains east of Pîaya Levante, Benidorm). 

Laaerta h. hispanioa STEINDACHNER, 1870 

Type l o c a l i t y restrîcted by Mertens and Müller (1928): Monte 
Agudo near Murcia, southeastern Spain 

Laaerta muralis steindaahneri. BEDRIAGA, 1886 was made a j u n i o r 
synonym of t h i s race by Mertens and Wermuth (I960), who re
s t r i c t e d i t s type local i t y t o t h a t of the nominate form. Klemmer 
(1959) was unable to f i n d a s i n g l e l i z a r d a t the type l o c a l i t y . 

Laaerta hispan-iaa l i o l e p i s BOULENGER, 1905 

Type l o c a l i t y : town of Valencia, Spain 

Described as a v a r i e t y of L. muratis, i t was then r e f e r r e d t o 
L. boaagei, and l a t e r reduced to a j u n i o r synonym of the nom
inate species. 
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f i g . 2 Laaerta hispaniaa, a d u l t female from I s l a de Benidorm 

Laaerta hispan-iaa vauaheri BOULENGER, 1905 

Type l o c a l i t y : Tanger, northwest A f r i c a 

The l i z a r d s in the extreme south of Spain are r e f e r r e d t o t h i s 
race, which is considered v a l i d . 

Laaerta hispan-iaa guadarramae BOSCA, 1916 

Type l o c a l i t y : San lld e f o n s o , S i e r r a de Guadarrama, c e n t r a l 
Spa i n 

This name îs t e n a t i v e l y considered a j u n i o r synonym o f the 
nominate subspecies. 

Laaerta I. lep-ida DAUDIN, 1802 
Type l o c a l i t y restrîcted by Mertens and Wermuth ( i 9 6 0 ) : south
ern France 

Laaerta lepida nevadensis BUCHHOLZ, 1963 

Type l o c a l i t y : North-slope of the Pico Veleto, between 1600 
m and 2100 m e l e v . , Sierra Nevada, south Spain 

Laaerta montiaoia ayreni Müller & Hellmich, 1937 

Type l o c a l i t y : Puerto de Navacerrada, S i e r r a de Guadarrama, 
Spa i n . 

Laaerta siaula ssp. 

introduced in Alméria according to Mertens and Wermuth (i960) 

Genus Psamnodromus 

Psanvnodromus a, algirus (LINNAEUS), 1758 

Type localîty: Mauri tania 
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Ash-gray specimens were observed on the wa I 1 s and i n the gardens 
of Alméria Castle, Alméria. Normally the back has a brownish 
or o l i v e c o l o r . 

Psammodromus h, hispanicus F I TZ INGER, 1 826 

Type l o c a l i t y r e s t r i c t e d by Mertens and Mül1er (1928): South
ern Spain. 

Psammodromus hispanieus eduarsianus (DUGES), 1829 

Type l o c a l i t y : Southern France 

The zone of i n t e r g r a d a t ion between both sub s pec î es î s of speci al 
i n t e r e s t . Studies in t h i s zone may reveal the d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s 
of the forms on the s p e c i f i c l e v e l . 

Se i ne i dae 

For the systematics of t h i s group see Klausewitz (195*0 and 
Pasteur and Bons (1960). 

Chalcides bedriagai BOSCA, 1880 

Type l o c a l i t y r e s t r i c t e d by Mertens and Müller (1928): Dos-
aguas, Valencia 

Chalaides chalcides s t r i a t u s (CUVIER), 1829 

Type l o c a l i t y : Southern France 

The v a l i d i t y of t h i s form requires f u r t h e r examination. 

f i g . 3 L i z a r d h a b i t a t on I s l a de Benidorm 
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A r t i f i c i a l Key to the Saurofauna of Southeastern and Central Spain 

1. Limbless . . . . . Anguis f , f r a g i l e s 
1. Limbs present 2 
2. Un der s i de of toes wï th trans ver sel y en larged lamel 1 ae (scan sors) 

3 (Geckonîdae) 
2. D i g i t s i n two opposable sets of 2 and 3 

Chamaeleo e. ehamaeleon 
2. D i g i t s not so» separate . . . . 4 
3. Underside of d i g i t s w i t h one row of scansors 

Tarentola m. mauritaniaa 
3. Underside of d i g i t s w i t h two rows of scansors 

Hemidactylus t. turcicus 
k. Ventral scales not d i f f e r e n t i a t e d 

5 (Scincidae) 
k. Ventral scales w e l l d i f f e r e n t i a t e d from the dorsals 

6 ( L a c e r t i dae) 
5. Limbs reduced, each w i t h three d i g i t s 

Chalcides chalcides s t r i a t u s 
5. Limbs r e l a t i v e l y well developed, each w i t h f i v e d i g i t s 

Chalcides bedriagai 
6. Pileus without an o c c i p i t a l ; only two supraoculars 

Acanthodactylus e. erythrurus 
6. Pileus w i t h an o c c i p i t a l ; four supraoculars 

7 
7. Dorsal scales large, rhombic, r e l a t i v e l y s t r o n g l y keeled, im-

br i cate 8 
7. Dorsal scales small, rounded, weakly keeled or not keeled, not 

î mb r ï ca te 13 {Laaerta) 
8. Ventral scales squarish; w e l l d i f f e r e n t i a t e d c o l l a r scales 

9 {Algyroides) 
8. Ventral scales rhombic; c o l l a r scales d i s c e r n i b l e only on the 

sides of the t h r o a t 11 {Psammodromus) 
9. Dorsum uniformly brownishwî th vague dark spots on the v e r t e b r a l 

1 î ne ; dor sa 1 s sharp 1 y keel ed ; 17 rows of dorsal s around the mi dd le 
of the body Algyroides hildagoi 

9. Middle of dorsum l i g h t brown w i t h sharply defined spots on the 
v e r t e b r a l l i n e ; sides of the trunk dark brown; dorsals not so 
sharply keeled; 2k t o 31 rows of dorsals around the middle of 
the body 10 {Algyroides marohi) 

10. 2k t o 29 dorsals around the middle of the body; t h r o a t w h i t i s h 
or yellow Algyroides m. marchi 

10. 31 dorsals around the middle of the body; t h r o a t deep blue (only 
in a d u l t males?) Algyroides marchi niethammeri 

11. On each s i de of the back a l o n g i t u d i n a l yellow s t r i p e ; length of 
unregenerated ta t 1 doubles snout-vent 1ength, wh î ch exceeds 7 cm 

Psammodromus a. algirus 
11. Longitudinal s t r i p e s only as juvenïles : k to 6 of them along the 

back, composed of 1 i ght spot s ; adul ts un î form or wi th dark spots; 
length of unregenerated t a i l never exceeds double snout-vent 
length; snout-vent length does not exceed 5 cm 

12 {Psammodromus hispanicus) 
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12. 30 to 34 dorsa 1 s around the mi ddl e of the body; subocular reaches 

the mouth; greenish i n l i f e . . . Psammodromus h, hispanicus 
12. 34 to 43 dorsals around the mîddleof the body; one or two small 

scales separate the subocular from the mouth; not greenish 
Psammodromus hispanicus 

eduarsianus 
13- Ventral scales l i k e a trapezium 

14 (Lacerta lepida) 
13* Ventral scales squarish 

15 (wall l i z a r d s ) 
14. 65 to 70 dorsals around the middle of the body; o c e l l a t e d , black 

scales i r r e g u l a r l y d i s t r i b u t e d 
Lacerta I. lepida 

14. 76 to 90 dorsals around the mi d d l e o f the body; o c e l l i faded, no 
black scales 

Lacerta lepida nevadensis 
15. Dorsa1 s at 1 east weakly keeled; scales of unregenerated t a i l in 

d i s t i n c t whorls, broad and small ones a l t e r n a t i n g 
Lacerta monticola 

15. Dorsals not keeled; scales of unregenerated t a i l in whorls of 
equal length 16 

16. Underneath uniformly colored, except the outer rows of the ven
t r a l seal es ; d i f f e r e n t i ated 1 arge temporal (masseter icum) 

Lacerta s i c u l a 
16. Underneath black spots, a t least on the t h r o a t ; masseterÏ cum 

normally missing Lacerta hispanica 

f i g . 4 I s l a de Benidorm, seen from the mainland 
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