
The herpetofauna of Lebanon: new data on distribution 

by Souad Hraoui-Bloquet, Riyad A. Sadek, Roberto Sindaco, and Alberto Venchi 

Abstract. This paper reports more tIia11 400 original data on the Lebanese herpetotiuna (covering 
5 mphibians  and 44 reptiles), deriving liom museum collecllons and recent lield observations. 
The most interesting data concern: (a)  C:vity1ohoi7 ornicto~~holi.~, a species known only from Mt. 
Hermon, reported for the first time from Mt. Lehanon Range; (b) Lrrcerto,/i.atr.,i, previously con- 
rldered endemic to the Mount Lebanon Range. also recorded from Antilebanon; ( c )  the occur- 
rence of Moci~~r~iper i i  Iehetii7rr is contir~ned w ~ t h  certainty kom two localities in the north. New 
records are glben Ibr many specles known in Lebanon only on the basis of very few and often old 
repolts. 

Kurzfassung. In diescr Arbeit werden iiber 400 un\~eroffcntliclite Daten zu 5 Amphibien- und 44 
Reptilien-Arten des Libanon mitgeteilt, die auf Museumssamn~lungzn und elgenen 
Feldbeobachtungen basieren. Die Daten umfassen, unter anderem, folgende interessante 
Feststellungcn: (a)  Ci~i.fopotiioii cri~ictopiiolis, eine Art, die bisher nur vom Mt. Hennon bekannt 
ist. wurde erstmals in1 Gebiet des Mt. Lcbanon gefunden; (h)  L~rcevta f i ~ ~ ~ r s r .  die bisher als 
mdemlscll liir das Gcbiet des Mt. Lehanon angesehen \wrde, wurde nun auch im .Antilibanon 
festgestellt; ( c )  das sichcre Vorkommen \ o n  Clrrci.oi,iptwr lehe/ii~tr \ \ i d  an z\\ci Stellen im 
&orden Jes  Landes bestiitigt. Filr viele Altcn, die 311s dem Libanon nur aufgrund sehr weniger 
und hautig alter Zitate bekannt sind, \+erden neue Nachweiae ,nelneldet. 
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Introduction 
The herpetofanna of  Lebanon is rich in t e r m  of  number of  species, but their distribution is 
relatively poorly known. In fact, niost of  tlie taxa are known only li-otn a limited number o f  
localities. This paper is a first step towards a revised checklist of  the Lebanese herpetofauna 
(see IN DEN BOSCH 199S), and it su~nmarises the results of  the recent fieldwork by the au- 
thors, who have also brouglit together niost of  tlie distributional data available in the litera- 
ture. 111 this preliminary paper. we present more than 400 i~npi~blisl ied musetun and field 
data. As the aim of  this paper is to enhance our k~io\\  ledge o f  the distribution of  Amphibians 
arid Reptiles, notes are limited to the distribution aspects. 

Material and methods 
I n  listinp species. we use tri~iomial nomenclature for species considered as polytypic and bino- 
mial for  monotypic species. Comments on nomc'nclatorial problems \ \ i l l  he discusser1 in 3 liirther 
paper in prepnrc~tion. Neal-ly all the material in  Lebanese collections and the observations of FIB 
and R S  \ \< re  collected in the last ten years: those o f  MCC' and other observations ( S S V ,  S S S V )  
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were collected in May-June 2000. Considering that the spelling of geographic names is very 
inconsistent in different sources and maps, we follow that of the "National Imcrgerv and Mapping 
Agenqvk INI.MA) Jutuhu.se qj! f : fbi~igi i  geogr.c~/~hic,fi~c/~lr.e n u ~ i ~ e . ~ ' ,  approved by the U S .  Board on 
Geographic Names, developed and maintained by the National Imagery and Mapping Agency 
(U.S.A.), without diacritics, with many corrections. All localities quoted in the text are listed, 
with geographic coordinates, in the Gazetteer in the appendix. 

Abbreviations. AUB = American University of Beirut, L U  = Lebanese Unikersity; MCC - 
Museo Civico di Storia Naturale di Carmagnola; - HB = HR.\OLI-BLO~UEI-; RS = Riyad SADEK; 
SSV = Alberto SELVAGU. Roberto SINDACO and Alberto VENCHI; SSSV = Alberto SELVAGC~I, 
Riyad S ~ D E K ,  Roberto S I N D A C : ~  and Alberto V E ~ C H I .  

Species list 

Tritrrus vittutus vittafus (Gray, 1835) 
WERNER (1939) quotes the only two bibliographic records available at the time; the only recent 
confirmation is by HRAOI~I-BLOQUET et al. (1997). In recent years, two of the authors have ub- 
served this species at the following localities: Btighrin; Beit Chebab; Bikfaiya: Biskinta; Ehmej; 
Nabatiye; Yahshoush: specimens ftom E1 Maad are presened in the collection of the Lebanese 
University. 

Suluttraith infra;mmaculata infrnimrnacufata Martens, I885 
Very few puhlished localities exist, although this species proves to be quite widespread in the Mt. 
Lebanon Range. One relevant record, En Sabi Chit, is located in the foothills of Anti-Lebanon. 
We have recorded or observed salamanders at the following localities: Biskinta (LU); Shhim 
(.4UB); Ehden (-4UB); El Maad (LU); El Machnaqa env. (SSV obs.); Zaarour near Biskinta (LU); 
Hammana (AUB); En Nabi Chit (HB obs.). Taanayel (HB obs.). Hasbayya (HB and RS and 
others obs.). 

B~rfu viridis Laurenti, 1768 
Very widespread species. We have records from: Uyun as Srman (AUB); Uyun Urghush (SSV 
obs ); Joub Jannine (AUB): Khnldde (AUB), Baalbek (XUB); Barouk (AUB); Shhirn (AUB); 
Nahr lbrahim Valley (AUB); Sour (LU): Biskinta, Sannin (LU); Fanar (LU); Jounieh (AUB, LU,); 
Nahlah (AUB). 

Hvla savipz.vi Audouin, 1 8 12 
Widespread species. New data from Es Soultane Yaakoub, 1000 m (AUB): betw. Barouk and Ain 
Zhalta (MCC); Nahr El 'Assi (Orontes) near Hemel (MCC); Nahr Ej Jaouz between Boqsmaya 
and Majdel (SSSV obs.); El Mogheiri env. (SSV obs.); betw. Afqa and El 'Ayura (SSV obs.); 
Laqluy env. (SSV obs.); Bcharre city (SSV obs.); Sour, southern beach dunes S (SSSV obs.): 
'Ammiq (LU); Sour (LU): Maad (LU): Sannin (LU); Tannurin (LU); Nahr El Kalb (LU). 

Ran. bedriagne Camerano, 1883 
A coinmon and widespread species. Records from: Sour (AUB and LU): Nahr Ej Joauz betw. 
Roqsmayn and Majdal (SSSV obs.); El Moghelrr env. (SSV ohs.): bctw. Afqa and El 'Aqura 
(SSV obs.): Nahr El 'Assi (Orontrs) near Hermrl fSSV ohs.); Nahr El Bared (AUB); 'Aridn 
(AUB); 'Ammiq (ALB and LU): Rass El Ain (AUB and LU). Hrrmrl (AUB); Nahr El Hammam 
(AUB): Snnnin (LU): Anjar (LU). 



Triorq*.~ trirrngriis (Forsskal. 1775) 
lipart the old data summar~sed by KASPAREK & KI\ZFLBX H (1991). there IS an unpubl~shed 
record of a speclmen from J ~ s r  El Basha near Be~rut In 1965, but nothmg slnce then (RS) 

lfarrrenzys caspica rivrrlata (Valenciennes, 1833) 
Records from Nahr El 'Ass1 (Orontes) near Hermel (SSSV obs ), Sour (AUB). 'Amm~q marshes 
(AL'R). 'Ar~da (AUB). 

Testudo graeca terrestris Forsskal, 1775 
Records from: Nahr Ibrahim valley, near El Machnaqa (SSV ohs.); Nahr El 'Assi (= Orontes) 
sources env. (SSSV ohs.); Shhim; Berqayel; Minyeh; Qornet Shehwan: Nabh As Safa (near Ba- 
rouk Town) (all RS and HB pers. observations). 

Larrdakia stellio stellio (Linnaeus, 1758) 
Records from: Uyun As Siman env.; Baalbek: between Bcharre and the Cedars; Cedars of Bchar- 
re; Beirut, in front of the "grottes des pigeons" ; El Mogheiri env.; Faqra, archaeological site: 
Hmaireh env. (between H e m e l  and Qbayiat); Laqluq env.; Hermel env., Nahr El 'Assi; Hermel. 
pyramid env.; Nahlah env.; Nahlah. Ard El Kichek: Nahr Ej Joauz, betw. Majdal and Boqsmaya; 
El Machnaqa (Nahr Ibrahim valley); dunes S of Sour; (all MCC or SSV obs.); 'Ammiq (LU); Es 
Saadiyat (south of Damour) (AUB); Boutmeh (AUB): Shhim (AUB); Sour (AUB); AI Qam- 
mouaa (AUB); 'Alman (AUB); Kifrayya (AUB). 

Trrrpelrrs lewonae (De F I I I P ~ I .  186.5) [Formerly T wder ntm] 

Spec~es l ~ v ~ n g  only In northern Beqa', where ~t was recorded for the first tniie by B ~ I ~ L E U L E R  
(1885) Our records come from Hemel,  pyramd env (MCC), Nah1,lh env (MCC); Suwwayd, S 
of Hermel (AUB) 

Cliurnaeleo ckamaeleon recticrista Bottger, 1880 
We have personal records from: Nahr Ej Joauz betw. Boqsmaya and Majdal (SSSV obs.); Beirut, 
in front of the "grottes des pigeons" (SSV obs.); El Machnaqa env. (Nahr Ibrahim \alley) (SSSV 
obs.); El Naame (AUB). 

Cyrtoporlion nniictopholis (Hootien, 1967) 
'This species was previously considered to be an endemic of Mount Hermon. mainly on the S 
slopes in areas occupied by Israel (but it was also recorded from "near the top" by HOOFIEN 
1967). A specimen w'as collected in summer 2000 from the Mount Lebanon Range, where i t  was 
f o ~ ~ n d  in the environs of Boutmeh village, in the western foothills of Barouk Mountains, at 995 m 
above sea level. The specimen is preserved in the American University herpetological collection 
(AUB AR-0750). 

Cyrtoporlion kot.scliyi orieritn1i.s ( S t ~ ~ a n e k ,  1937) 
Records from: Rcharr6 (SSV ohs.); El Mnclinncln (Ndir  Ihrahim v:~lley) (MCC): Shhini (AUB); 
Nablah (AUB). 

Herrrirlrrctylrr.s trrrcicrrs turcicrrs (Linnaeus. 1758) 
We have specimens from: Hermel (AUB); Palm Island near Trablous (AUB. LU) :  Shhim (ALIB): 
Sour (AUB): Rciriit (AUB); Nnhr El 'Assi ncar Herniel (SSSV ohs.): Qurnat Shah~van (LU). 

P!~~mrlrrc[~lrr,s prri.serrsi Bou tan. I X03 
Since the description of P!,~o</trc./,~/~is /o/~~rlciv \~rci~~/i-irrouti, Barbour. 1914 from the Lebanese 
tbothills of Mount Hwiion ~Rnshayya). this ~ e c l i o  h:rs only been recordccl a k\\ times from 



3 8 Zoology ~n the Middle East 27.2002 

Lebanon. SWAN & WERNER (1992) record it from El Qara'oun lake (Beqa') and Beqa', and the 
same authors, in another article, map two localities in Lebanon (WERNER & SWAN 1994). P. 
hasselquistii guttata from Mount Hermon, reported by WERNER (1939) on the basis of the old 
record of GUNTHER and the citations of P, hasselquistii by HRAOUI-BLOQUET (1981) for En Nabi 
Chit and Sar'ine (Saraine, Beqa'), should be referred to this species. The locality of Beirut 
(HRAOUI-BLOQUET 1981) must be considered as very doubtful. Actually, P~oductylzrs puisetrxi is 
distributed mainly in the southern Beqa' below 1200 m, but not on the western slopes of Mount 
Lebanon. Records from: Kifrayya (AUB); 'Ammiq (AUB). 

Acantlzodactyli~s schreiberi syriacrrs Bijttger, l 879 
Known from Beirut (where it is very probably extinct) and from the coastal areas north and south 
of Tyr (= Sour). We found it only in this latter area: Sour env. (MCC) and Ras al Ain (AUB). 

Lacerta fraasii (Lehrs, 19 10) 
This endemic Lebanese lizard, previously known only from the Mount Lebanon Range (Mt. 
Lebanon and Jabal Sannin), is here reported from the high Anti-Lebanon (at about 2000 m) for 
the first time (Jurd Nahlah, 15.V.1999. MCC-R918 and AUB AR-0740). The locality is very 
close to the Syrian border and it is expected that its range extends into Syrian territory. 

Lacerta krrlzeri klrberi (Miiller & Wettstein. 1932) 
The record from Baalbek (HR.-\OUI-BL~QUFT, 1981, Dlsr 1901) refers to high altitude localities of 
the Antilebanon in the Cam (= province) of Baalbek; the record from Beirut of L. cf. ktrl=t.r*t by 
HO()FIF.N et al. (1990) is erroneous. We have found this specles at Ma'asser Ech Chouf (Jabal 
Barouk) (AUB); Uyun As Siman (AUB; LU, MCC); Nahlah. Ard El Kichek (AUB. MCC). 
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Lacerta laevis iaevis (Gray, 1838) 
A very widespread lizard. Our specimens come from: Baalbek (MCC): Hermel env., Nahr El 
'Assi (MCC); Hmaireh env. (between Hermel and Qbayiat) (MCC); Nahr Ej Joauz, betw. Majdal 
and Boqsmaya (MCC); Palm Island near Trablous (AUB, LU); Ain AI Hqailat (AUB); Bcharre 
(MCC); Beirut, grottes des pigeons (SSV ohs.); Faqra, archaeological site (SSV obs.); Mayruba 
(SSV obs.); Horj Ehden (LU); Jounieh (AUB); Sannin (AUB, LU); Shhim (AUB); Bab Mare' 
(AUB): Saghbin (AUB); Nahlah village (AUB); Nahr Ibrahim Valley (AUB); Nahr El Hammam 
(AUB); Sour (AUB); AI 'Arida (AUB); Farayya town (AUB). 

Lacerta media wolterstorffi Mertens, 1922 
Records from: Nahr El 'Assi near Hermel (AUB; MCC); Hemel (AUB); El Machnaqa (Nahr 
lbrahim valley) (MCC); Qammoua (AUB); betw. Afqa and El 'Aqura (SSV obs.); betw. Bcharrt 
and Cedars (SSV obs.); Cedars of BcharrP: (SSV obs.); Laqlouq env. (SSV obs.); Sannin (LU). 
According to IN DEN BOSCH et al. (1998), the subspecies isuaelica Peters, 1962 is also present. 

MesaIina brevirostrs cf. microlepis Angel, 1936 
Although not included in the checklist by IN DEN BOSCH (1998), this species is known in Lebanon 
on the basis of specimens collected in "Coelesyria" (= Beqa') by E. F E ~ T A  at the end of the 19th 
century (PERACCA 1896). Recently this species was reported by IN DEN BOSCH (2001) from areas 
N and NE of Hemel, while we collected it at a locality several km S of the pyramid of Hermel 
(AUB, MCC). 

Ophisops elegans Mtnetries, 1 832 
A very common and widespread lizard. We have data from: AI 'Arida (AUB); Ain Zhalta near 
Cedars (AUB, MCC); Uyun As Siman (AUB); Cedars of Tannurin (LU); S of the Pyramid of 
Hermel (MCC); Laqluq env. (MCC); Nahlah env. (MCC); El Machnaqa, Nahr Ibrahim valley 
(MCC); El Mogheiri env. (SSSV obs.), Shhim (AUB), Sannin (LU); Eastern slopes of Jabal 
Sannin West of Hadath Baalbek (AUB). 

Ableplrarus birdaki budaki Goqmen, Kumlutas & Tosunoglu. 1996 
Probably a rather abundant species. Our specimens come from Beirut (AUB); Shhim (AUB); 
Tannurin Cedars (LU): Horj Ehden (LU), Nahr Ej Joauz betw. Boqsmaya and Majdal (MCC); 
Ehden (AUB). Lebanese Ahlq7hm.u.~ quoted in the literature before SCHMIDTLER'S article (1997) 
cannot be referred with certainty to either A. blldaki or A. rueppelli. 

Cltalcides oce/Iatus ocellatus ( ForsskSl, 1 775) 
A species known so far from Lebanon exclusively from the coastal area of Beirut (ZINNER 1967. 
HRAOUI-BLOQUET 198 1 ). On the basis of our personal data. it seems to be distributed all along the 
Mediterranean coast. In Beirut it may have sutrered the same fate as . - ~ c L ~ I I ~ ~ ~ o ~ ~ I c ! J ~ / I I . F  sd~reiheri. 
Records: Sour env. (AUB); Mina zone in Tripoli (Trablous) harbor (HB obs.); Ras el Ayn (RS 
obs., AUB). 

Cl~alciclrs gurntitcri Boulengcr, 1887 
Z I ~ N I ~ K  (1967) reported the only Lebanese locality known so far. Mazraet Barguthieh above 
Saida. 400 m (a locality not found on our maps or gazetteers). It is not clear if the records from 
Mt. f-Iermon (e.g. GCc%I-lII:R. I S64 sub .%p mr~rrorkrc!~flrs) rcfer to Lebanese territory. One of the 
authors (R. S.\I)I:K) has recently collected further specimens: one from Mazbud. N E  of Saida. at 
-150 m (AUB AR-0773). and onoher from Tairi. near Bint .Ibail in the south. 
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Eutneces schneideripavimentatus (Geoffroy St.-Hilaire, 1827) 
The species is known from some localities in the Northern Beqa' around Baalbek and Hermel, 
with one recent record in the Central Lebanon. Records from Bein~t  (ANGEL 1936, HRAOUI- 
BLOQUE'~ 1981) need confirmation. Records: Pyramid of Hemel  env. (MCC); Charbine env. (N 
of Hemel) (MCC); Nahlah env. (AUB): Bedghane at around 1200 m (AUB). 

.Mubuya viftata (Olivier, 1804) 
The most abundant lizard of the Lebanon. Records: Antilebanon, Jord Nahlah (= Ard El Kichek) 
(.4UB; MCC); Shhim (AUB): Sour (AUB: MCC. LU); Horj Ehden (AUB, LU); 'Ammiq (AUB. 
LU); Uyun As Siman (MCC, LU, AUB); Uyun Urgush (MCC): betw. Baruk and Ain-Zhalta 
(MCC. LU); Nahr El 'Assi near Hemel  (MCC); El Machnaqa (MCC): betw. Bcharre and Cedars 
(SSV obs.); Laqluq env (SSV obs.). 

Pseudopus apodus cf. thracius Obst, 1978 
Mainly known from the W Mount Lebanon Range. We have records from Baabdate (AUB); 
Zakrite (AUB); Brummana (AUB); AI Chiyyah (AUB). 

Blanrrs strauchi aporus Wemer, 1898 
Since the old generic citation by TRlSTR421 (1888). only one precise locality was previously 
known recording the occurrence of this species in Lebanon (IN DEN BOSCH et al. 1998). We have 
two ncw records from Jounieh (A.U.B.) and Halat (north of Jounieh). 

Tvphlops ~~ermicrdaris Merrem, 1820 
Probably a rather widespread species. Records: Beirut (AUB); Nahr El Kalb (AUB); Shh~m 
(AUB). 

Eirenis decemlineatrrs ( Dumeril, Bibron and DumPril, 1853) 
Generically reported from Lebanon by BOTTGER ( l  880) and from Beskinta by HRAOIJI-BL~QUET 
(1951). Its occurrence in the Biskinta area is confirmed by the new specimen from Sannin (AUB 
AR-465). 

Eirenis levnntinus Schmidtler, 1993 
The records of E. riiode~tz~\ from Lebanon [~.e.  "L~hanon" NMW 15627) and BrumanaiLebanon 
(SMF 19279)l should be referred to this taxon (SCHMIDTLER 1993). Records: Maaser AI-Shouf 
(Barouk) (AUB); Hrajel (AUB); Barja (AUB); Baalbek (AUB); Jezzine (AUB); Maad (AUB); 
Sannin (AUB); Hadath (AUB): Jounieh (AUB): between Barouk and Ain Zhalta (MCC); Laqlouk 
env. (MCC). 

Eirenis lirteonracrrlntus Schmidt, 1939 
The only undoubted published Lebanese record known to us is that of SIVAN & WERNEK (1992) 
from Kafr-Kuk (S-Lebanon). DISI ( 1985) reported two specimens (BM 1957.1.3.66-67) from 
"Amioum - Syria" (= Aniioun, Lebanon). We found the species at Shhinl (AUB): Barouk (AUB); 
Mazboud (AUB); Maaser AI-Shouf (Barouk) (AUB); Dahr es Souane (AUB). 

Eirenis rothi Jan. 1863 
Recorded by G ~ ~ N T F ~ F R  ( 1864), B ~ T T G E K  ( 1880) and BOULFNGEK ( 1894) (summarised by HAAS 
195 1 and WI R N E R  1939). The record of Co17titr colltrri~r, reported by B O U L E ~ ~ ~ F R  ( 1973) from 
Lake Ymoun&. could belong to this species. One specimen is preserved in the AUB collection 
\vithout data. The occurrence of this species in Lebanon. although very probable. needs contirma- 
tion. 
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Elaphe hohertackeri (Strauch, 1873) 
This species was known in Lebanon only from "Amniorm~" (= Amioun; NILSOW & AIUDREN 1984) 
and from Bcharre area ( IN DEN BOSCH et al. 1998). It has also been reported from Mt. Hermon 
(Syrian slopes). On the basis of our specimens this specles seems to be much more common than 
expected: Mazboud (NE of Saida) (AUB); S h h ~ m  (AUB); Horj Fhden (AUB); Ain Zhalta (AUB): 
Dahr es Souane (LU); Sannin (LU). 

Elaphe sauromates (Lacepide, 1789) 
Well known from S slopes of Mt. Hermon, IW DEY BOSCH et al. (1998) has only recently recorded 
this snake from the Mt. Lebanon Range. Our single specimen comes from the cedar forests of 
Barouk (Maaser AI Shouf, LU), but we have another observation from Niha cedar grove (further 
south). Old records of Callopeltis q~rtrprilrneottr.\ (sic!) and Colrrher quadr.ilineatus from Beirut 
(BOTTGER 1877, 1880) are very probably erroneous. 

Hemorrhois nummifer Reuss, 1834 [formerly Coluber; see ScHATTI & UTIGER (2001)] 
Previous records of  C. r*avergieri in Lebanon, except for that of PERACCA (1 896). mainly refer to 
this species (see also SCHATTI & ACi4SIAN 1985). Personal records: Sarba (AUB); Shhim (AUB); 
Mazbud (AUB); Beirut (AUB); Qartaba (AUB); Chouf (AUB); Jadra-Shouf (AUB); Mahn~qah 
(AUB): Antelias (LU); Dahr es Souane (HB); Jounieh (LW); Sabtiyah (LU): El Maamelteine 
(LU); Fanar (LU). 

Hemorrhois ravergieri Menetries, 1832 [formerly Cohber-; see SCHATTI & UTIGEK (2001 )] 
Known for many years only from the specimen of P E U C C ~  (1896) collected near the top of Mt. 
Hermon, the species was recently discovered also in the Mount Lebanon Range by I N  K)FY B ~ S C H  
et al. (1998). All the older records of this species refer to C. nzrmmlfir (see above). The only 
record we have is from Uyun Urgush (AUB), 2050 m. 

Hierophb jugirlnris (Linnaeus, 1758) 
A common snake. Our specimens come from Hadath El Jubbah (.4UB); AI Chiyyah (AUB); Tall 
'Ayn ash Sharif (W of Baalbek) (AUB); Haouch S n a ~ d  (AUB), Beirut (AUB): Jounieh (AUB); 
Ma'asser Ech Chouf (AUB); Palm Island off Trablous (AUB); S h h ~ m  (AUB); 'Ammiq (LU). 

Malpolon monspessrrlanus insignitirs (Geoffroy, 1827) 
Ab~~ndan t  and widespread: Manjel. Akkar (LU); 'Ammiq (HB; RS): Kifrayya's side of Barouk 
(AUB): Saida (AUB); Hazmiye (AUB); Beirut (AUB); "Beqa'" (AUB); Bwarej (AUB); Bkhesh- 
tay near Aley (AUB); Qartaba (AUR); Fissane env. (Beqa') (SSV obs.); Hermel env., AI Assi 
rlver (SSSV obs.); El Mghairiye (AUB). 

Natrrlv tessellnta (Laurenti, 1768) 
Rather widespread: Sultan Yaaqoub (AUB); 'Ammiq marshes (AUB, LU): Shhim (AUB): Jisr El- 
Basha (AUB); Nahr El Kalb (AL'B); Beirut. AUB campus (AUB); Haouch Sneid, AUB farm 
(AUB); Bcharre Cedars (SSV obs.); Sannin (LU). 

Plnvceps collark (Miiller. 1878) [formerly C r~thr~cepv (Venzmer, 1919): see Sc~ i .Am et al. 
(200 l )] 
This species was confused for 3 long time with C. ntijtrthrni (e.g. the specimen quoted by ARWL 
1936: R. SINI), \C,O dc't.). Most previous records of C trujrtlrrir~ (or clol~li) refer to this species. 
Pcrsonal data from Saida (AUB): Shhim (AUB):  Haouch-Sneid. AUR farm (AIIB): Ksaibeh 
(AtiB): Nabeh Es Safa (AUB): Sannin (AUB): Sour (LU). 
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Fig. 2. Mirrelaps mtrelleri B6ttger. 1880 (photograph: Riyad A. SADEK). 

Pfatyceps najadum dahlii (Schinz, 1833) [formerly Coluber; see SCHATTI & UTIGER (2001)l 
The records of this species in older papers must be carefully evaluated because of confusion with 
C. rubriceps (e.g. ANGEL 1935-36; R. SINDACO det. in the Museum National d'Histoire Naturelle 
collection in Paris). Its presence in Lebanon has been reported only recently by IN DEN BOSCH et 
al. (1998). from the Mt. Lebanon, and this is confirmed by our record from Ain El Hqailat Cedar 
Forest, N of Ehden, near Miziarah (AUB AR-704). The Lebanese distribution is extended in the 
Anti-Lebanon Range by a remarkable record from Nahleh (AUB AR-714). 

Rltynchocalamus ~nelanocephalris melanocepkaliis Giinther, 1 865 
A relatively common species reported from many localities by HRAOUI-BLOQUET (1981). but not 
subsequently recorded by FRANZEN & B I S C ~ ~ O F F  (1995). Our specimens come from Shhim 
(AUB). Beirut (AUB) and Dahr El Sawwan (LU). 

Telescoprrs fallax sjviacris (Bottger, 1880) 
Recorded from a few localities by FLOWER (1933). MULLER & WETTSTEIN (1933) and HRAOUI- 
BLOQUET (1981). We have few specimens, from: Saida (AUB); Debbiyeh (SE of Damour, around 
400 m) (AUB); Shhim (AUB). 

Micrelaps mcrelleri Bottger. 1880 
A very little known specles in Lebanon; the only precise locality given in the literature is "Tripo- 
/IS" ( B A ~ R S R Y  1953). One specimen labelled "Sor~th Lehtmnort", without further data, is pre- 
served in the AUB collections. 



Fig. 3. Macrov~pera lebetrna (Linnaeus. 1758) (photograph: R~yad A. SADEK). 

Vipera bornmirelleri Werner, 1898 
This endemic species is probably restricted to high altitude (above 1800 m) in Mount Lebanon 
Range and Mount Hermon, but it may also be present in Antilebanon. We found it at lJyun As 
Siman (AUB; MCC); Bcharrk Cedars (MCC). 

Mucrovipera lebetina (Linnaeus, 1758) 
The old records in BOTTGER ( 1877) and FLOWER ( 1933), reported by HAAS ( 195 1 ), may refer to 
V. pnlrrestinae, a species not described until much later by F. WERNER (1938) and widely distrib- 
uted in Mediterranean coastal areas where these old lehetrrin records come from. In a recent paper 
by AL-ORAN et al. (1998). there is a map showing four localities in Lebanon: Tripoli area (proba- 
bly after FLOWER 1933), Beirut area (after B ~ T T G F R  1877), Saida area (unknown source) and an 
area near the border between extreme N Israel and Lebanon (area of Lake Hula, source un- 
known). All these localities fall within the Mediterranean subregion. We have two specimens of 
1\4~ro.oviper.c1 leherina, documenting with certainty its presence in Lebanon: Jiwar AI-Hashish, in 
the eastern foothills of Mount Lebanon between Hemel and Qobayyate (AUB AR-717), and 
Qab'it, a b o ~ ~ t  650 m (AUB). 
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Vipera palaestinae Wemer, 1938 
Contrary to  what is stated by JOGER (1984) V. pnlae~tinae is recorded from three Lebanese 10- 
calities by HR~OUI-BLOQUET (1981) but is not reported by JOGER (1984). The record of Vipera 
(Echiclrm) Iebetina from Beirut (BOTTGER 1877). also mentioned by HAAS (1951), is very proba- 
bly this species. Our data come from. Aley (AUB): Anout, NE of Saida (AUB); Beirut (AUB); 
Shhim (AUB): Nahr Ibrahim Valley (AUB). 
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Annex: Gazetteer 
List of all the localities mentioned in the text. together with their Caza (district) and geographic latitude 
and longitude. 

Afqa - El 'Aqurah (Jhail): 34.0Y35.53 
Ain El Hqaili~t (Zgharta): 34.21136.00 
Aley (Aalry): 33,48135.36 
Alman (Shouf): 33.36135.24 
Amniiq (Beqn' AI Gharhi): 33.42135.45 
A~ijar (Baalbzk): 33.43135.55 
Anrelias (Metn): 33.54135.3s 
Arida. AI (Aakkar): 34.38135.59 
4yn Zhalta (Shouf): 33.44135.42 
Baabdate (Metn): 33.53!35.40 
Baalbek (Baalbek): 34.00/36.l2 
Barja (Shouf): 33.39135.26 
Barouk (Shoufl: 33.42135.04 
Bcharre (Rcharre): 34.15/36.0 1 
Bcharre Cedars (Bcharre): 34.1 5136.01 
Bedghane (Aley ): 33.46i35.40 
Beirut (Beirut): 33.52135.30 
Beit Chebab (Metn): 33.56/35.10 
Bnh Mare' (Beqa' AI Glirrbij: 33.35135.41 
Berqnyel (Aakkar): 34.29136.02 
Bikfaiya (Metn): 33.55135.40 
Biskinra (Metn): 33.56135.47 
Rkhechtni (Aalcy): 33.18135.37 
Boutmeli (Shouf): 33.40135.37 
Btigrin (Metn): 33.55135.44 
Rwrej (Zohle): 33.49135.49 
Charbinr (Hcrmc.1): 3427136.12 
Chiyydi. AI (Bnabda): 33.51135.31 
Ddir e~l Soume (Mctn): 33.49135.5 1 
Ehdm (Zgliorta): 34.17135.58 
Eli~nej (Jbril): 34.07135.47 
Es Snadiynt (Shoul): 33.42135.15 
Fnnar (Metn): 33.53/35.35 
Faqrn (Kesrou;ine): 34.00135.49 
Famyya (Kesrouane): 34.01 135.49 
Fissane (Hertnrl): 34.?9136.? 1 
H:ldnth Baalbek (Baalbek): 34.00136.01 
Hadarh El Jubhnh (Bclvarr6): 34.15135.56 
Hnlnt (Kesrouane): 34.05135.31) 
Hanimana (Kesrounnc): 33.5W35.M 
~ I P O L I C ~  Snc~id ( A M 3  tkm) (Boalhek): 33.56136.04 
H:~sha)yn f Rashayyai: 33.24135.41 
Hazmiyc (Boahda): 33.22t35.32 
Hurnicl ( I h n c l ) :  34.23i36.23 
Hcrnic.1. '12>si ri\w ( Herniel ): 34.24136.26 
I-lcrincl. 'Asi murw (Hsrniel): 34.2 136.22 
Mernic.l. Pyxrnid cnv. (HertneI l: 31.2 1.36.23 
I lcm1c.l. S ot'tlic Pyramid (l-lermel): -34.22;36.25 
l Ini:~irch (,t;tkk:ir): 34,20:.3(?.3) 
Ilorj Ehdr'n (Zgl~orra): 34.19 35.50 
J:ldr:r ~S l io~~f ' ) :  -3.38 .;.'..'-l 
Je//iric ((.Ie//inc): 3.7.32.35..;5 
.Ikr F.1 Ihdia (%lc.~!i): .33,53 35.34 
lin:!r .!l l lc14i14i f licrnicl): 34..3) .;h.? l 
l ~ u h  ./euini~li' ( I k i l : ~ '  \ I  ( i l 1 ; l i . h ) :  33..;7 35.17 

Jounieh (Kesrouane): 33.59135.37 
Kiliayya (Beqa' AI Gharbi): 33.41135.43 
Laqluq. AI (Kssrouane): 34,09135.51 
Ma'asser Ech Choul'(Shou0: 33.41135.42 
Mnad. El (Jbeil): 33.07'35.48 
Maamelteine. El (Kesrouane): 34.00135.39 
Machnaqa. El (Jbail): 34.05/35.46 
Mahruqah. AI (Metn): 33.57135.49 
Manjel near Halba f.r\akkar): 34.32i36.06 
Mayruba (Kesrouane): 31.01135.45 
Mazbud !Shouf): 33.36L35.29 
M$airiye. El (Shouf): 33.36i35.27 
Minyeh (Danniye): 34.?9/353 
Mogheiri. El (Jbail): 34.06135.52 
Naame. Ei (Shout): 33.45/35.25 
Nabatiye (Nabatiyyeh): 3322135.29 
Nahi Chit. En (Baalhek): 33.52136.07 
Nahlah (Baalbek): 34.03136. I6 
Nahlah. Ard El Kichek (Badbet): 34.03136.2 1 
Nahlah. Jurd Nahlah (Baalbek): 34.03i36.21 
Nahr AI Kalb !Kesrouanc): 33.57135.36 
Nahr ej Jaouz. betw. Majdal and Boqsmaya (Ko~w) :  

34.1 5135.47 
Nahr El 'Asi  (= Hermel. 'Assi river) (Hermcl): 

34.14136.26 
Ndir El Bored (Dnnniych): 34.3113.5.57 
Ndir El Hammam (Shout): 33,39135.3 1 
Nahr Ibrahim Vallcy. above El Mnchnaqa (Jhpil): 

34.05135,40 
Nihn Cedars (Shout): 33.36135.39 
Qnh'it (Akkar): i4.27f36.06 
Q~~iimouaa'. A1 (.2kkar): 34.27136.08 
Qartaba (Jhail): 34.06i35.5 1 
Qurnat Sllahnnn (Kcsrouanr): 33.55135.38 
Rass El Ain (Sour): 33.13135.13 
S:tbtiyah (Metn): 335335.34 
Saghbin (Beqa' AI Ciliarbi): 33.36i15.41 
Saida (Saida): 33.33-35.2 
Sannin. Jurd (Metn): 33.57135.52 
Sarbn I Kesrouane): 33.00135.00 
Shhim (Shout): 33.37i35.29 
Soultons Yaaqoub. Es ( Bsqa' AI Gharhi): 33.38135.4 1 
Sour (Sour): 33.16135.1 2 
Suw\vayd (S of Hcrtnc.1) (He~mel): 34.1013h. 17 
T3nnnyel (Zahle): 33.47!35.52 
Tniri iBint Jhail): 33.07!35.2-1 
Tall 'Ayn cish Sh:lril'(RualheL): 33.53l36.02 
Tannourine !Batroun): 34.13i35.50 
Tripoh (= Trahlot15) (Tnhlous): 34.26:35.5 1 
Trahlous. Palm 1sl;lnd (Tr:lhlou\): j-1.2Si35.4S 
U y n  As Sinun (Rcsroumc): 3-l.lNM35.53 
L!) tm [JrgIi~~hli i ticm~11:11ic1: 34. l6i.>O.O8 
Y:lllhuh (I(r.~rt~u:inc): .3.(14~35.44 
7..1.1ro11r. I : L  (%Icln): .3.:.5(1!:5,48 




