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Figure 1. Map of the Nablus area (drawing by M. Burgan).

ABSTRACT. Tall Sufan, a 1.5-hectahill in an a¥a with a number othaeological sites, is located 1 &skwfw
the city of &blusThis site contairsmains &m Bonz (3600-1200 BC) anah Aye 11 (918-539 BC)oman
(63 BC-324 AD), &antine (325-638 AD/16H) arsthimic periods (638/1fr&-1918). Fom the @oman-
Turkish period until modéimes it was in agricudtiuse. Bve\er in recent decades, human activiteeddsmed
sections @il Sufan.The suriving featws include a fification system, a pond, an aqueduct, @i ated
seegil diy-stone terce walls, cylindricaigh oil @ss, silos, and buriaésaliis aticle describes thesetsal
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elements and corepdhem to similar siteslagtinenladdition, it pvides infanation on coinsawvered during
the 2016—2017 campaigns.

KEYWORDS Tall Sufan; silos; ofiwil pess; tombs;tiiccations; coins; shrines.

RESUMEN Tall Sufan se encuendr 1,5 km al oeste de la ciudadlulés\y tiene una stiperde 1,5 heatas.

Es una pequefia colina enem donde hay una serie de sjieskigicos ques®ntan aavios periodos s
Ultimas décadas, las actividades humanasidmalgsinos sexsate los espaciifickmios. Losstos queoldgicos
estudiados inamyun sistema deificacion, un estanque, un acuedurctoolino de aguaayisas teazas de
pieda seca, unapisa de aceite de peso cilisilibEgarias cues de entamientolodas las esttuas localizadas
fueon conatidas con piedr de difentes tamafios, unidas cotemde baa Los suelos consistian eapiedr
inclustadas en el material delpéspués de corapastos elementasodsiies con o similas endPestina 'y
las monedas desciasien el sititall Sifan muesrevidencias de i del Bnce (3600-1200 a. C.), ed

del Herro 11 (918-539 a. C.), la épooaana (63 a. C.-324 d. C.), la bizantina (325-638 d. C.) y la islamica
(638/16 héja-1918). [@sde el periodo otomamno-tuasta los tiempos modéuw un uso agricoldtmente,

se @sentan las monedas localizadatedas campafias 2016-2017.

PALABRAS CIAVE. Tall Sufan; silos; gnsa de aceite deaptivmbas; fficaciones; monedas; santuarios.

INTRODUCTION BACKGROUND

Tall Sufan is a small hill situated apgmately two The site was listed Bl Sufanin the topographical
kilometers wst of the city of &blus, at 484 m abe map madeyBritish scholarsig: 3).While the souwe
sea leal (Fgure 1).The \ery fetile soil combined with of the name of this site is unkmg thee ae a num-
the pesence of sral water socesAyn A ksespring; ber of suggested stesThe name ‘&ef appears his-
Ayn Bt A-Ma springWadi A-Tufahor apple @lley torically in the Qd Testamentgferring to the son of
spring; and Rafidia spring) situakatl Sifan ideally Ayub (ob 2: 11, 11: 1, 20: 11, 42: 9)otteverlocal
for agricultue (Fgure 2). h this aticle, we povide legend attributes the name to a queen who oade liv
results of our swey of the suounding a@a and our in the aea? In Arabic, sofermeans whistling of the
initial acchaeological exploratioatl Sifan, includ- wind, and mayefer to its geographic situation on the
ing documentation on fidfications, silos for storingwestern side of the city betm the two mountains,
grain, tombs, an oBwil pess, and coinsewstablish Mount BEbal and Munt Gerizim The A-Muheet Dic-
a basic clanology for the site; an@éwassess economittonaly 5430, p 762). h addition, Sfer is dered fom
deelopment at the site in the context of the widbe earlier name ufan, with the wod meaning a type
Nablus egion. of plant. fhally Nadrasky 1964 belewv the name
‘soferis from the colourgllov mentioned in the [@
Testament (Bldrasky 1964: 89—90he local commu-
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY nity uses the namef&n attributed to thewmer of
the sités lanc?
The goals for ouesearh atTall Sifan were to under-
take a topographic sey of the egion, establish the 1 thep is no elation betwen Sfer and the site, especially
site boundaries, and identify the main featWe that the son of Ayuldgb) did not eside in lblus and the site.
hoped to determine the early landscape at the site ahidtervien with Aou Ahmad 6rakji, local site community
create an occupation timeline, to identify location ber o
. . . No Eiuropean, Arab oslamic historians haeer efered
suface finds and FI&Illy emerged mturgs asa guldeto the site, nor does it appear in anciee¢ksor Rman sowes.
to belav gound emains, and to as@n the most consequentlye ely on field information and findein the
appopriate agas for intengvexawation. 2013 summer eawations.
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Figure 2. Tall Sufan and the surrounding area.

The aea of the hill site is aboutddnum$15,000 and tesserae dating &iwus periods, including the
m?) (Hg. 4). t was first studiedytBohl in 1931 and Bronz Age, Bman Ea, and $lamic Briod, ver
the site sged as a defenseTell Balaltah (Behcem) found. During salage ecawations, a latedtnan-Bz-
in subsequenegars.n 1964 Nadrasky carried out ar-antine wine @ss was found.is$in situand in need of
chaeological integntions and sueys e limited in restoration. iRally in 2013 the eseah team un-
scope: e@awations did not take place and no signifathed two silos for grain storagesubsequent sea-
cant epots vere publishednlPalestine, prior to 2018 sons, w conducted eaations in the aa whe the
the lawselating to potection of athaeological siteswo silos e identified.
were the same as thashemite Kingdom obrdan At the beginning of the exation poject, a master
laws of 1966l herefoe, they wre \astly out of date, grid of 5 x 5 m sques was laid outi¢f- 4).The east-
especially inegad to penalties.rBblems that ha west coatinates wre designated letters of the alpha-
arisen as @sult of the older lawsdooters looking
for gold at the site, the fact that the law was not = R N P
forced during the chaos of the sedatithda(2000— B\ = oY -
2004), and the lack of cooitiof building expansion. oy -'/.f-i::l\"_' (
The fact that thevener has rightsver the lands also“{™ : &
poses a pblem (kgures 5 and 6). Yaghara, LS
Snce 1998, ea\ations aTall Sifan hae been car- -%f‘
ried out ly a team &m the Achaeology Bpatment :;.;’:.
at An-Ngjah National UiversityDuring the initial sea- 2| "~
son, storage jars and a pit dating to therateBAge =
were ecoded (these findings leavot been confirmed
by subsequent iastigations).nl the course of tae fh'- o
seasons of summer student trainicextions, a large J_G‘n‘éi
hall and foundations of other buildinggafound. ih =
2008, during consiction of a building on thever
slope ofell Sifan, a large number of poytélagments Figure 3. Topographic map of Nablus.
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Figure 4. Grid squares at Tall Sufan (drawing by J. Abdel Hadi).
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Figure 5. Evidence of attempted looting at the top of the tell (L. Alsaud).

bet, and the ntin-south coatinates, numerals. Alongcoided egawation pogress and described separate de-
the inside of the bader of each sqwaa 50 cm strip posits accding to their chwnology and function. All
was left in place, giving each sgaaresaation aea the information was summaidzon stratum lists and
of 4 x 4 m and making one neatvide baulks beén much wasacoded using Hdrris matricesnladdition,

the squasWe left the baulks standing duringese-  all recoered material wascoded ly both povenience
tion to piovide a ecod of the ettical stratigraphic and ly material type (pottgrbone, or other material
sequencéVithin each squer strata ere numbezd culture).

sequentiallyro diffeentiate lesls, a datum point was The stratigraphic information led us to the conclu-
established 2.6 mest of the nah-eastern corner ofsion that a number of periods @pesented, begin-
theTall Sifan at 484 m alve sea lel. Reld recods ning with the Chalcolithic age (4500-3000 BC)
were kept as written notes, drawings and photografiimeugh to the fzantine era (324—638 AD) and that
Architectural feates, such asuins, column bases andhe land was in agricultural use duringslaariic pe-
fragments, are labelled with an iemtory number riod. The site demonstrates inteadiuman activity
accoding to their ezaation squag, stratum and type.A large quantity of finds date to therge and fon
Qrvey and ecaation pocedues ®aried accaing to  Ages, the &nan and fazantine eras and the easly |
the specific @umstances for eachaation unitand lamic periodThe most significant findsew two si-

will be discussed with information on that unit, but ios, sean coins, an okwoil pess, two burial cesvand
general wused eawated tenches to establish stratigs fotifying wall.We will later discuss these in detail.
raphyand coss sections and plans of thegedvawn We make brief descriptions of the itemamalyzd,

in situ In addition to dailyepots, stratum sheets-r although the analysis was limi¥¥d.did not conduct

—-16 —
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Figure 6. Private home adjoining the archaeological site (L. Alsaud).

any achaeometric dfC analysis/Ve intend to con- and faunalhe species of plants and aninegissented
duct these analyses at a later date, withy soyieib- are mainly determined/tihe soil and climate condi-
lishing a completepot; at that time w will include tions. Bur bioclimatic anes can be found ialBs-
a repot on the fauna and flora found at the sumntihe: the Mediterranean, théeppe (lano-Tranian),
and aound it as wll. the Deser (Sahao-Arabian) and th&opical (8da-
We hae divided the ptiminay repot that follavs nian), with thelropical @erlapping the steppe and
into two pats. The first par describes the say of desdrzones, during heavy raifalia &Van der Koij
the site and swunding aga, and the seconeépents 2014: 34) (k. 10).
the esults of the e@lnaeological exations supgised  Tall Sufan lies at theastern end of a naw \alley
by the author beten 2013 and 2016. in the mountains, facing a large plain to thst wm
the Mediterranearone; originalljthee was féite red
soil in the a#aThe site also has atagr mineral con-
SURVEY OF THE SITE AND tent that allavs specific plant species tmvgon the
SURROUNDING AREA site; this is asult of clays twght to the site for build-
ing and theemains of burnt and waste materials. |
Tall Sifan is a miacosm of the larger emviment, general, the site, at 484 m\&bsea lel, is not far
in which natie flora and faunagdiferate due to sparsérom the Mediterraneare@. Mediterranean wild-fle
inhabitation Visitors to this ancient site may find thers can be found at the site, but nattshor tees. A
natural envonment especially inésting becauseeo few self-seeded small almore$rwre emaoed for
many centuries, inhabitants é@een the same floraite potection easons. blnevey thee ae ochads
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Figure 7. 1-2) Watermill; 3—4) The pond; 5) Southern view of part of the aqueduct (L. Alsaud).
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Figure 8. 1) General view of Shrine of Prince Mojir Ad-Din; 2) The Shrine Room; 3) The Tomb.

(mainly olie gowes) on the prately-avned pais of including the tolly Bue Celastrina argiolusg. 11:
the site, asell as figKicus carigaand bananades, 12). Other fauna include the black pitted beetle
the Mediterranean cygss Cupressus senvpeiny,  (Adesmia cancellathe camel spide8dglifuggeand
Pinus halepenstaccharm, Epheds, and some a=ail scorpions (§. 11: 13-15). Amphibiansdgs, toads,
crops (fkg. 11: 1-6). Bwers ceer the site &m Feb- and salamandersg aaely obsered, but someptiles
ruaty to April, but the est of thegay the landscape isappear in daylight, including thee€k totoise Testudo
brown and gllov with only the thee colowed flaver- gaecaHg. 11: 16), theaugh tail ock agamad_@udakia
ing plants visible: the common or viscous globe thistdipHg. 11: 17), the common chameleGhgdmae-
(Echinops viscosus owapys the spotted goldenleon FHg. 11: 18), skinks such as thedegkink
thistle Scolymus maculatusdnd the wild caot (Chalcides ocellatig. 11: 19), and the snakedyiz-
(Daucus cafg (Fg. 11: 7-9) ad (Ophisops elegdits 11: 20). @ckos (ig. 11: 21)

In terms of fauna, insectptiles, amphibians, andand snakeseanocturnal and only occasionally seen;
mammals can all be found at the siteutiiiout the they include th@urkish geckoH{emidactylus ticup
yearThese include the oriental horideisSpa orientalis that is also seen inside homes, and @oorvwus
(Ag. 11: 10), numeuws ants (§. 11: 11) and seral snakes such as theeticlimbing Gamchen snake
species of bees, and a number of talbutteflies, (Coluberubricepsthe large blackdswn-eyd file racer

Figure 9. Jordanian Soldiers’ Mausoleum.
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Figure 10. Climatic zones in Palestine region.

—-20-




ARQUEOL. IBEROAM. 41 (2019 ISSN 1989-4104

Figure 11. Fauna and flora of Tall Sufan.
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Tt SR et

Figure 12. Aerial photo of Tall Sufan showing squares excavated in 2013 and 2016 in area B.

(Coluber jugulajisand the thin, pink subterraneardl: 31) also inhabit theegrand therae small fish at
Eurasian worm-snak@phlopsevmicularisFg. 11: theSwisetforing (kg 11: 32).

22). The venomous snakes ial&stine arall vipers, In addition to the hill itselthee is one watermill
except the black-ey black degerobra {\alterinnesia and one water storage pond in tka af oureseah.
aegptig in the drdanValley Although most vipersdiv Also pesent & an aqueduct, a shrine oh&eMojir

in the steppe and dessmes, theery poisonousd- Ad-Din Ibraheenin Ai Dikra, and the@rdanian 8-
estinian vipeMipern palaestinggg. 11: 23), patterned diers MausoleumWe discuss theseas in sequence
with a bown zigzag line on back, is found in tleelM  belaw.

terraneanane, including in villagedgrds, heat more

often than seen, include the house @pafasser Watermill

domesticusg. 11: 24), the spectacled bulBytono-

tus xanthgos which has ajlov under-tail (l§. 23: The watermill is located outside tloefan wall of the
25), the hoopoeUpupa epopEg. 11: 26), and the city of Nablus, 300 m ntnwest of th&all Sufan site.
collaed dae @reptopelia decapé€tg. 11: 27)The It measwss 26 x 3 m. Associated with the mill is a 15 x
common mynaAcridothess tristisiests in a building 5 m building which was used as a&e&tom (kg. 7:

at the vestern site boundafHg 11: 28)Visible fly- 1-2).This limestone building was cousted using

ing over the site is theagt white egt Egretta alba three diffegnt techniques, suggestingéhconstrc-

Fg. 11: 29), passingey in an E-W degction on its tion stagest was futher modified in the 20th cen-
path to and fsm wetland feeding gunds, solo or in tury. Although no longer in use, it was used for grinding
small goups. 8Bails (kg. 11: 30) and local dogsg(F flour using the water fallingin the upper l&l fom
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Figure 13. 1-2) Silos 1 and 2 discovered in 2013 by the author; 3) Section A-A (I. Iqtait).

the ofEin Al-Sbyanspring fom the beginning of the (g 7: 5) (Al-Qadi 2004: 255, 273yVe were unable
Crusader period (1099-1187) and during thenkluk  to identify the original conatition materials of the
(1260-1516) and toman periods (1516-1917). aqueduct due to alterations thatlhably took place
in the middle Ages.
Water Storage Pond Consequentlythis pesents difficulties in giving an
exact date to the original constion. Howevey a ty-
A water storage pond is located about 20mtine pological study alled us to lwadly date the earliest
water millThe pond meases 12 x 8 m and 3 m deejgonstuction stage back to therRan era.
and was lined with fine white plaster to sugper
storage of water Wing fom the watermill. A flight Shrine (Magam) of Prince Mojir Ad-Din
of stairs, of which 8ere peseved, was Iven out of
its western wall, enabling descent into the pbimel. Amaganis a tomb for Mslim saintst Is a small, cube-
pond was used during thé@nan and Btish ule in  shaped funenaconstuction, oofed with a dom&he
the 20th centw It is no longer in usei§f-7: 3—4). magam Falestine ere consided \ery impotant
by biblical athaeologists of the 18th and 19th centu-
Aqueduct ries because their namesewsed to identify the
biblical landscap€he traditional form of magams
A pottion of an agueduct suves to the @st of Miblus, a single-celled sgednuilding ceered with a dome. A
outside the city limits, in thémal Adel Niser &k. doomway leads to an interior which usually has@ grav
The suviving section is 66 m in length, 4.30 m high the ceneg maked ly a ectangular cenotaphveo
and 2 m wide.nl recent gars the aqueduct has be@mred with clothThere is sometimesnaihrabin the
reconstucted andestoed ly the Nablus city council south wall, although in many cases this is absent as it

—23-
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Figure 14. Three bag-shaped amphorae
and a storage jar fouimdsitu

Fig. 15. The cylindrical stone in square 14S.

might cause a confusion be&w praying teads

niches set into the wall to hold candles or oil lamps.
From this basic form mangnations hadeeloped,
although the domed magam usualigains an essen-
tial featue of the complex éiersen 1996: 99).

The shrine offthceMojir Ad-Din Ibraheenbin Aoi
Dikra is located on the rtorside of theaad fom
Nablus toTulkaem near théAyn Rit A Ma (House
of the $ring) Refugee Camp i@ 8: 1).The shrine
measues 5 x 4 m and contains a central doigeg§F
2). The prince was one of the officericfof A
Ayubbidking of AleppoHalal). He was killed in 658
H/1259 AD and was intexd in the Brine (Fg. 8: 3).
The building was latexstoed as a sanctyao \ener-
ate the princet tonsists of a sqganom housing his
cenotaph (Al-Bbagh 1966:0l. 2, p 234).

Jordanian Soldiers’ Mausoleum

The &rdanian 8ldiers Mausoleum was constted

by the Rlestinian ldtional Aithority and the Mnici-
pality of Nablus to commemorate the battle that took
place in Mblus during theb&DayWar (Maraket A
Mudaga) between thealdanian andsraeli armies on
7th dine 1967 for contit of Nablus. A large number
of brdanian soldiers lost theielsvat the siteif 9).

EXCAVATION RESULTS

Excawation esults fsm aea B during the eaations
2013-2018 (ig. 12) include:

Fortifications: Wall and Fortress Palace

We found a continuous tdying wall aound the
north-eastern upper paf the hill, measuring 40 m.
While it seems to bem the Bzantine Ea, additional
investigation is necegsty confirm thiswWe plan to
excawate close to the wall in futuseasons to obtain
more information on its characteristics and exaxt chr
nology

The palace is a fogss situated on the summit; it
appears to date to thet@man period and is con-
structed of local masgnstoneThe palace likelgp-
resents a baserfr which the suounding land (at that
time planted with beans and other legumes) could be
tendedWe belieg the palace would leaextended as
far as theoad out of Mblus tvad other sites in the

Mecca and worshipping the sdihe interior is usu- Nablus aa (k. 2).We hae \et to fully examine the
ally lit by a single windw although ther ae often palace &a to obtain merinformation.

24—
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Table 1. Coins found at Tall Sufan in 2016.

No. Recorded Information Chronology
1 Area D, Square 158, Locus 4, Bucket 11, Date: 09/06/2016 Late Roman Period
2 Area D, Square 158, Locus 4, Bucket 12, Date: 09/06/2016 Late Byzantine Era
3 Area D, Square 15U, Locus 1, Bucket 1, Date: 03/08/2016 Late Byzantine Era
4 Area D, Square 15U, Locus 4, Bucket 5, Date: 06/08/2016 Early Islamic

Hisham Ben Abed Al-Malek

5 Area D, Square 15U, Locus 4, Bucket 6, Date: 07/08/2016 Ben Marwan (740-744 AD)
6 Area D, Square 15U, Locus 1, Bucket 2, Date: 04/08/2016 Early Islamic
7 Area D, Square 15, Locus 1, Bucket 2, Date: 04/08/2016 Early Islamic

Silos Cave Tombs

The 2013 ecaations eealed two silos dating to thén the peliminay sukey ofTall ifan and of the site
Byzantine Ea (Rg. 2, 4, 12), both consitted out of flanks, alseeaching the @sternmost extension of the
similar materials and using similar technifjoesvalls western Mblus, at least 3 estombs wre identified,
were built flom diffeent-sied stones and with mudsome of them &ady violated in antiquiy cae tomb
used as a ntar; stones filled the baseg.(E3: 1-3). was eused as a nightime shelter for goats and sheep
Slo 1, found in the ndhern-eastern corner @uae (Hg. 16: 1-5)The tombs wre spead oer the ocky

14L, is near @ular in shape with a diameter of 19%ags and ridges okgion characteed ky limestone

cm. k was filled with soil and other elements of maledges and terraces and underlying natuesal edivof

rial cultue.The teamemaoed the soil andeached which could be easily cut and transformed into tomb
bedock at a depth of 250 crhree bag-shapedchamberslhe tombs belonged to et epochs, but
amphorae dating to the fifth and sixth centuries Afainly to the Ntdle and Late®nz, ron Age, and
were found ther (Fgs. 14: A, B, C).ild 2 was found Hellenistic-Rman Rriods.They vere cut into the

in the south-wstern corner ofj8ae 15K. nly one bedock with iregular entrances.

wall was found situated in the thern par of the

squae lying southest to natheast aoss the squar Coins

The wall meases 490 x 50 crithe achitectural de-

sign of this silo i€w similar to that ofil® 1, suggest- Seven coins e found during our 2016 and 2017
ing the two silosew consticted in the same periodseason eaationst While a fev ae identifiable, others

(Ag. 13: 1-3). are in poor condition. @ of the coins dates to the
reign of the emper Aurelian in the latedtnan period,
Olive Oil Press another to the Ayyubid period, and the others date to

the B/zantine Ea or the @nayyad period. All of them
In the 2016 summer seasaragtions w lecaered a  were found in Aea BYid. Table 1). @scriptions fole:
cylindrical veigh oil pess (§.14S), consisting of a Coin 1Metal: 8ver Mint: Antioquia. ®werse: IMP
single stone with a diameter of 90 ¢nualsin situ C P LIC GALLIENVS P FYAG, radiate draped and
(Hg. 15).This find indicates okvoil poduction in
th|§ aea of the sitenlthe C_Om'”g ahaeol_oglcal (_ae(' “Four of it vere disceered ly Hussein Mdina during season
vations ve expect to obtain neinformationelating  of exaation in 2016. Rotos couesy of the An-djah National
to the oil olie pess and to oBwil poduction he®.  University Modern Campus, &blus.
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Figure 17. Roman coin.

Figure 18. Byzantine follis.

Figure 22. Islamic coin.

Figure 19. Byzantine follis.

Figure 23. lllegible Islamic coin.

Coin 2. Metal: CoppeMint: Nikomedia. @werse:
[llegible. Rverse: A/IN/N/O - G/ B// NIKO. M. Cal-
Figure 20. Islamic coin. ligraphy: Geek languageta® of conseation: good.
Diameter: 26mm\eight: 11.2 g. Bting: Late fz-
cuirassed bust righeRrse: ORIENSVG, Empeor antine Ea (Fg. 18).
standing left, holding speeagceiving weath fom Coin 3 Metal: CoppeMint: lllegible. Mwerse: I
draped figue standing right. RI®, Patt |, 445. Cal- legible. Rwerse: K and therGz. Calligraphy: @ek
ligraphy: Latin.t&te of conseation: G@od. Dameter: language.t&e of conseation: God. Dameter: 22
21 mm.Weight: 4.1 g. Bpeor: Gallienus (253-268 mm. Weight: 9.4 g. €&iod: Late $antine Ea (Fg.
AD). Sruck: cica 259-263 AD (§. 17). 19).
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Coin 4 Mint: lllegible. @werselLa laha la Alah Second &ge: Bzantine Ea (324-636/15H).n
(No God exept Allah). Bwerse:llegible. Calligraphy: Squaes 15K, 14L, and 13Mesfound storage jars be-
Arabic languagetafe of conseation: God. Dam- longing to the fzantine Ea shwing that the pzan-
eter: 15 mmWeight: 3 g. @ting: Omayyad period tine agricultural settlement was buitrahe earlier
(Hg. 20). Iron Age settlement.

Coin 5This coin, found in §uae 17T locus 2, is Third SageEarly slamic period (660—750 CEJe
from the eign of Wnmayad CalipHishambn Aed found two coins dating to this periochéXoHisham
Al Malik (105-125 AH/724—-743 AD). Legend tells uBen Aed AMalek(744—748 CE) and the other most
it was stck inWasit (city east ofdq) in 124 AH. probably to the Ayubbid period.

The Gowvernor at that time wadisuf Bh Amr A The land aTall Sifan does not appear to déeen
Thaqafi Dirham of CaliptHisham bin Bedul Milik.  used for agricultaruntil the height of @oman wule.
Obwerse Feld:La llaha la AlahWahdaho Lalfarika The pottey recoered all dates to theyBantine era,
Lah(Ther is no deity erpt [the one] &d alone. l# most pobably fom the late 5th centynearly 6th cen-
has no equalRbverse margin (triple ers with fie  tury AD onwad and appears to ealkeen manufac-
annulets aund):Besm Kah Duriba Hatha ADirham tured locally rather than imped fom other egions
Bewaseta®at AbaWa AshonWa Meah(In the name (e.g., the &a ofBisan Scythopolis

of God. This Dirham was sfick inWasit in the gar Finally the techniques used to candtthe silos sug-
one hunded and twenty-four).Reerse fieldAllahu gest a local traditional style @héectue was used.
Ahad Mahu Asamad LanledWa lam UadWalam We were unable to find equlent silos in other sites
Yakun Lahu Kfwan AhadGod is one Gd.The eter- in PalestinelThis may be because the sildadi&ifan
nal and indivisible, who has not begotten, and haswese used Ylocal farmers withvieeconomic means.
been begotten and eevs the His equal)Rewerse Our recommendations for the fugwof the site include
margin (fie annuletsMohammada®ul Aah Asalahu the continuation and emtual completion of exa-
Belhud&Va Din A-Haq Layudhahu Ala A-dini Kulu tions (our esa\ations to date haxceered a ety lim-
Walau Kuireha AMushekun(Muhammad is the mes-ted aea), geernment acquisition of the sitg the
senger of @d. He sent him with guidance and theetr Palestinian Mistry of Antiquities—thealue of land
religion to eweal it to all eligions esn if the polythe- with an aga of 15lonun{15,000 M) would be equa+
ists abhor itMVeight: 29 g. ameter: 25 mm. 8nhomi- lent to one and a half million American dollars—and
nation: Orham. Metal: AR. Buck: cica 124 AH (741 the establishment of aclaeological site museum for
AD). Mint: Wasit (city east ofdq) (Fg. 21). exhibiting finds and materiabmn the site.

Coin 6 Metal: coppeMint: Damascus. I@erse:
illegible. Rwerse: illegible. Calligraphy: Arabic lan-
guage. Condition: paddiameter: 12 mmMeight: 23 Acknowledgements
g. Dating: Earlydlamic period (§. 22).

Coin 7 Metal: CoppeMint: lllegible. Calligraphy: | would like to thank thecing Resident of An-Bjah
Arabic language. Conditiorenw poor Diameter: 10 National University Pofessor Mher Al-Mitsheh and
mm. Weight: 7 g. @te: Uhidentified (fg. 23). the Deanship of ScientificeRearh Rofessor Hiji

Qatanani for their financial suppor
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