
Species Accounts

Mesalina guttulata (LlcnrENSTEIN, r8z3)

Common names: Small-spotted Lizard, Small-spotted Desert

Racer (E), Eremias ä gouttelettes (F), Mesalina de anteojos (S).

Range: From Morocco (including northern Atlantic Sahara) and

maybe northern Maurit:rniar to Iraq and the Arabian Pentnsu.-.

encompassing parts of Algeria, Libya, Egyp,, and the Middle Ea.:

Records from Niger require confirmation while populations fit::
Iran to Pakistan and northwestern India are referable to anoth.
species, Mesalina wAtslnnn(t (Srollczre , ß72).

Distribution in Morocco: \üTidespread across the rocky Sahar::

regions of Morocco, extending northeastwards along the N{o:.-

louya Valley until 3 km west of Ai'n Guettara. There are few reCorg

from the Atlantic Sahara, likely due to low sampling effort.

Altitude: Joo-z,ooo m.

Identification: Small and relatively flattened lizard, about io nr:.

SVL. Head narrow and flattened with a pointed snout and pro:- -

inent nostrils. Dorsal colouration brown with two dorsolater-.

lines of white dots bordered with black spots. In some adult ;r--

dividuals, white dots tend to disappear, and only the black sp..,:'

remain visible. Palpebral disc consisting of rwo large transpare I-.

scales finely bordered with black.

Habitat: Rocky and gravel-covered hills, mountains and sn.rr.

rocky wadis. Rocky plains with sparse vegetation. Mesalina gt!:'
tulata occupies more rocky and hilly areas than M. oliuieri whic,
prefers sandy or silty soils without declivity and big stones.

Biology: No hibernation. During the day, active mainly in th-
morning. Mating usually occurs around early April. Females l,i'.Fig. 492: Mesalina guttulata, male. Boudnib. D. JnnloNsrl
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Mesalina guttulata

Altitude
€4 - 319

320 - 636

637 - 1 030

1 040 - 1.480

1490-2110

2 120 - 4.020

0 75 150
Kilometers
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l.trl t l..tit. (,t1.'lt.r /-t'llll.lltll-.
(,. \lttr i:t.z nr,t \litr'

clrrtches of I - cggs. llrrtehlitrqs obsct'r'ccl irr \lerclr' l'lr.''-1 -

c()llsi\ts ol rlphicls. isopotls' sPiticrs' l'tectlct' 'tltts' t''ll'clv tt'lllri -

(lJoxs r9t9).

Renrarrks: ,\lr.r,tlitt,t,gttl/ttlt/l,t lllll\ I'ePl't:\LIlt .l \l)LLit\ t()llli'-
rritlr.rt leest firLrr-sPccies in,-ltrtlirrq ,\1. /t,tl,,ttlrlitti ((,r rtt,z :
Krt'tt t/ ,tl.'or s). l'here is sttltst.trtrt.tl qcrt.'tic r.trirttiorl ill \1

l.oLLo btrt.rli .tinsirlere.l the sartte spceics (Krl'l t t'/ ttl. loli
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