
Rcptilie: Sqr.rrrmata: Lacertoidea: Lacertidae: Mesalina zg?,

| [esalina oliuieri (AuoourN, r8z9)

Common names: Olivier's Small Lizard, Olivier's Desert Racer

^' . Erdmias d'Olivier (F), Mesalina comün (S).

R.ange: North Africa from the Atlantic Sahara to Eg1'pt, Sinai,

,::lel, Jordan, southern Iraq, and northern Saudi Arabia.

f istribution in Morocco: Arid steppes east of the RiFand the
',liddle Atlas and south of the High Atlas. Occurs also in the At-
.-::'rric Sahara, not far from the coast but reaching the locality
i:rrserdat in the south, 67 km from the ocean. Replaced west and
-.,.rp1f1 of the Atlas Mountains by M. simoni.

\ltitude: o-z,Ioo m.

Identification: Small ground-dwelling lizard, adults less than 5o

:rnr SVL. Short head with a long snout, nostrils protruding, al-

:rough less so than in Mesalina guttulata and M. rubrzPunctata.

^'.rlpebral disk composed of 3-6 translucent (usually not trans-

:erent) scales. Dorsal ground colour from brown to light grey

., ith four light longitudinal lines, poorly to strongly contrasted,

:nd, usually, a series of light ocelli encircled with black on each

:.ank and wo along the dorsum. In old individuals, Iight stripes

:rrav completely disappear. Gular and ventral regions sometimes
.,. eakly pigmented with dark grey. In comparison, M. guttulata
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Fig. +97: Mesalina oliuieri, male. Berween Debdou and Ain Bnr

Mathar. S. Bocennrs

has a more flattened head, more prominent nostrils, palpebral

disk consisting of two large transparent scales usually bordered

in black and lacking light longitudinal stripes.

Habitat: Open ground or sandy habitats with or without stones

and shrubs in arid, semi-arid and Saharan regions, including cul-

tivated areas. In rocky habitats frequently replaced 6y M. gut-
tulata.
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Mesalina olivieri

Altitude
I , -64-319

320 - 636

637 - 1.030

1 040 - 1.480
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Fig. 498: X'[cstlirra olit'icri, femalc. Benveen l)ebdoLr and Ain Bni Mathar.

Biology: Active throughor-It the vear. In coastal popr-rlatiorls mat-

irrq occurs in spring and females Produce two clutches of z-4
csss that hatch in July. Ar-r opportrtnistic prediltor, Mesrtlinn o/i'

t,ieri F:reys Llpon small arthropods.
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Remarks: According to genetic dara, the Mesrtlina o/iuiari colll-

plex that inclr-rdes M. oliuiari, M. pnstetrri artd M. sitttottiis one

of rhe most contplicated assen'rblages of \Tcstern Ptrlc;rrcric lac-

ertid lizarrds (Keplr et rt/. zotS).
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Fig. +rlrl Mcsalirttt oliuieri, juveniles. R. Lr.riN Vlc;enl
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Figs. yoo-;or: Male Mes,tlirttt olit,ieriphotoeraphecl at (.t I<nr prrst Ilotr-ferif torvrrrds Guclmim.


