
L86 Species Accounts

Ä

Mesalina pasteuri (BoNs, 196o)

Common names: Pasteur's Small Lizard, Pasteur's Desert Racer

(E), Erdmias de Pasteur (F), Mesalina del desierto (S).

Range: There are isolated records of this species from the Saha-

ran regions of Senegal (Tnene et al. zorzb), Mauritania, southern

Morocco including the Atlantic Sahara, southern Algeria, Niger,

Mali, and northwestern Egypr.

Distribution in Morocco: Known only from a few isolated local-
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ities: Zaouia Sidi Salah (southeast ofTägounite, the terua typica).

Mfis (southeast of Merzouga), and the southeasrefn Atlantic sa-

hara (Oued Ain Ascat [roo km east-northeast of Zoug]' Au-

haifrit, and halfway between Dakhla and Ausserd). The species

has been reported from close to the Moroccan border near Tin-

douf in Algeria.

Altitude: zoo-7ro m.

Identification: A small lizard up to to mm SW. Relatively sim-

ilar to Mesalina oliuieri from which it can be distinguished by its

beige and white longitudinal stripes and the reduced, sometimes

lacking, ocelli. Also its snout is more pointed and the nostrils are

more prominent. There are usually five supralabials anterior to

Fig. 5oz: Mesalina Pasteuri, portrait. Halfway between Dahkla and Ausserd. G. MenriNEz DEL MÄnrraor
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Fie. sos: .\lc:,rlirt,r ltrtstr tn'i, jr.rvenile. Chirtgtretti (NlaLrritania).

P er:rttz

the subocr,rl,ir scales (in M. o/it,ierithe r.tsual trunrber is fbr-rr, u'ith

the fifth roLrchins the eye).

Habitat: Erqs and dunes in tl're ntore arid;',,rrts of thc Saharrr as

rvell as area.s lvith compact saltdv soils' and sonletinles rockr

u'adi beds in nrountait-tot-ts etrvirotttttents (Tn.qps et al. zotzb).

This is the most sar.rd-rrdaprccl fuIest/itt,t.

Biology: Probably active throusholrt the vear, iltcltlclins rvilrtc:

during nrilci rveather. f)aill'rtctivity requires the soil to be sLrfil-

cier-rtiv wllrm but is interrr-rpted r-r-riclday cltrrinq tl-rc hottest nronth\,

hfesa/itttr pnstettrifeecl on sn.rall rlrthropocls, irtcltrcline flvine irr-

sects, insect lirrvrre, rlltts, tt:rutites, ntites ancl aphicls. Femalcs l.l,

three eggs in trvo clr.rtcl'res each vear (l'n.+pe ü tl. zotzb).

Remarks: Accorclir-rg to genetic data, Ä['srtlittrt Strtstctrr"i bclorlgt

to rhe LI. olit,iericonrplex. Surprisinelr,, it is polvphvletic rvith .r:

least trvo species strotrgiy divergcnt, both sgnletinles occurl'illl
in the sante rlrea..s (fbr exar-nple in Matrritrtr-ria, tzo ktrl .soLlthe.l\:

of the Moroccrrn Atlartric Sah;rra cortter) (K.lpr.l at tl. zori).
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