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Op bisops occidentltlis BoureNGER, r887

(.ommon names: Nortl'r Africirn Snake-o'ecl l-accrticl (L,), Liz-ard

, ,r1'l[ {. serpcnt, C)phisop-rs occidcntal (F), l-aearrija Irtaerebf cle

Ior cle serpie nte (S).

Range: North Afr-ica, fl'on-r northelrstenr Morocco to ttorthwest-

-:n F-gr.1.rt (rvest of the Niler BaHe L,r- DrN zoo(.'), altl'rotrgh n'irh

. lrrrgnrcnted distribrttion front tlortheltstern l-i[x'a (-ll'ipolitartia)
' , L.g1'pt (Kvntaz.r et tl. t-ool).

Distribution in Morocco: 
-[-l-re 

rangc ol OstltisoSts occidettttli-:ir-t

"ltlrocco 
is restrictecl ro the trortherrstern Hauts-Plateirttx ft-ot-t't

- )cbclou ro Ain-Beninrathrrr. Rcce nt records fronr 4o kt-n trortl-t

r {irr-Beninrrrthrrr ([),rruras-MoREII{,\ ct tl. zotq) ancl I knr
' ()rrhcast of Je racla (Philippe (,ENIEz and Aurdlier.r lv'llnat.t.Es)
..rqqcst tl-rat the Moroccan popr.rlatiorts lttrtv not be as isolatcd
-:,rnr the Aleerian poptriations as prreviottslv thor-rght.

\ltitude: 928-r,loo nr.

Identification: A sn'rall, slendcr liz-ard, often less than 40 mnt
.\'l-. -fail proportionately short, abor-tt trvice the SVL. Trans-

.r.u'cnr loner eyelids are firsed with the Llpper lids to fbrn-r a cap

,,r cr rhe eve, il utriclue fbatr-rre amoltg Moroccan lacertids. Dorsal

.r.lrrenr bror,vnish striated, cot'n;rosed of fbLrr dark and light srriPes.
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Fig. lri: Opltisops occirlcrtttlis, l.duk
tou'rrrds l)ebclotr.
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Color.rr ä1nd pattern lose intensitv atrd contrast on the posterior

of tl're back. Venter srayish-rvhite. Dorsal scarles in-rbricate and

strongly keeled. General irppearrance reminiscettt to th:1t of Psarn'

ntodromtrs b/rutcirvhich could be svr-rtopic it-r Morocco, br,tt the

lidless eyes of Opltisops marke it east' to differentiate thent.

#'fi

'l

n 
*. I *

'tfw
'4""- t-

.qefi*. t 6
*ä-llF

,**4

*t

"*
'rq

;*:

,$':ii

Fig. 5r6: Oplri:op: occidcttt,tlis. heaci clctail. 
-fioLrli.
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G. N4,rnrix Ez DF,r. Minrttot



Species Accounts

Fig. 1r7: Ophisops occidentalis, male. 5 km northeast of Jerada.
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I{cptili.r: \LlLr.rnr.rtil: I-lccrtoiclea: Laccrtidae: Opltisops, I)odtrcis zt) i

Habitat: Found on the Hauts-Plateaux in arirl opcn habrtrlts ol-l

...,lid gror,rnd with sparse vegetatiot't covcr ol qr.t:scs es rvell as

.-rublands.

Biology: The knowledge of the biologv of rhis spe cies is poor

.,nd based on a fbw specimens fion'r TLnisia ancl Aleeria. Fentales

..r) -l-4 esgs at the er-rd of April. Hatchinss possiblt'emerge in
Irrlr', as observed in the related species, Opltisops elegttts rvhich,

.roncver, does not occLrr it'r Morocco.

Remarks: Mitochondrial DNA data sugeest that Mediterranean
r )pltisops (O. occidettrtlis u'td O. elegruu) are polvphyletic and nrav

:.(present a s;recies complex. Therefbre, the current taxoltolttic
.rlrrLrs of these species treeds revisiotr (Kvnrazr et t/. zoo9).
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Fig. yr8: Opltisops occic/etttttlis, cletail of scalation. Tiouli.
G. M,qnriNEZ DEL MÄnnol
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Fig. 5r9: Portrait of ,r m,rle I)odtrcis t'ttttcl,et'i. Jebel BoLrhrrcl'rent. O. JrnrENrz- Roslss


