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Fig. 116: Portrait of a Clonrnron Rock Lizarcl fionr Krrrachar-(-hcrkcssia
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In spring, the ventral surface of the body, up to the collar, be-

comes dark orange or egg-yellow, wirh bright blr.re spots on the

outer tips of ventral scales and the lateral bands in males. h'r fe-

males, the underside of the body is paler, in shades of yellowish,
reddish, ashy-grey or whitish.

Distinguishing features: This species differs from Brauner's Rock

Lizard by the lollowing features: the upper postocular shield
touches the parietal shield and the loreal very rarely touches the

frontonasal shield. In the Common Rock Lizard, the average val-

r.res of the main characters of pholidosis are lower, and there are no

green shades in the colouration of the females.

Distribution and subspecies: The Common Rock Lizard is dis-

tributed on the northern slopes of the Rocky Range within the Ka-

rachay-Cherkess Autonomous Regior-r, the south of the Stavropol

Territory and Kabardino-Balkaria, from the valley of the upstream

waters of the Kuban River and its tributaries in the west to the

gorge of the rniddle course of the Chegem River in the east. The

northernmost popr-rlation exists in isolation on the sotrtl-rern fbot-

hills of the Stavropol Uplancl.l-l're sor-rtl-rern boundan'ol the distri-
br-rtior-r range runs along the north-errstern spurs of Mount F-lbnr,
(ir-r the Sorse of the Kr-rban Rivcr) and, crossinq rhe Rockv Rrrtrgc.

corltinLles firrther alor-rg its rvatershecl in the heac{waters of the ri, -

ers Kumrr, Podkur-nsk, ancl others. Along the gorgc of the Brrks.rr:

River, the species is prese nt to the torvn of Tyrnt'-Aus, atrd rrlong

the River Chegerr-r, to the nrrrrow gorge of tl-re Chegcrn wate rf,rll,.
There are no recogr-rized sr,rbspecies.

Natural history: The Conrmon Rocl< Lizarci is rt Inont;.rne lacerti.:

associated mair-rly rvith d11'rockv habit:rts. Thc'se liz-arcls willinsl'
settle on the stone r.valls of hunra.r-r dwellines, ruins, ancl alonq tlt.
edges of mountain roacls. Their altitudinal range extends flonr Sc

to r,4oo m a. s.l. In the fbothills of the Stavropol-le rriton', 1'roprtrl.,'

tion densities rrre qLrite hieh, especiallf in arerts witl.r crackerl roe i-:-

and at lorver elevatior-rs. Historicalll,, horvct'er, nunrbers cleclin...
sharply,. In ryj6, a hr,rndred years after the clescrip-rtion of this lizru'.:

lrom the vicir-riry of Kislovodsk, it cor.rlcl no lonser be fbur.rcl rhcr.
This species is dir-rrn:rl. It emerges fi'on'r hibernation itr Fcbrttar

or M:rrch, and retreats again For overwinte rinq in Septerr-rbe r-().-
tober, dependine on elevatior-r. In the surrounclitrgs of Kislovo.lri.
egg-la,ving, w,ith clr-rtches containing r-i eggs, r,v:ls obsen,ecl in le:-

Jur-re or earll'Jr-rl1'. Females deposit their eegs in loose soil, in s.rp.

under stones and at other suitable- places. Incubrrtion lasts io-<--
days. Harchlings have body ler-rgths ol t.9-2.5 cm. Maturitv is .r:-

tained after rhe second hibernatior-r.

The diet consists n-r:rinly of hymerropterans, acricloids, snr.r

beetles, dipterans, spiders, as w,ell as sn-rall br-rtterHies ,lrtcl n'onn.
These lizards often catch insects in flighr.

Conservation status:

Population numbers erre quite hieh and stable within tl-re s1'rc,,r-

range.

Genus EremiasWIpcueNN, r8J4

Desert and steppe runners

Desert and steppe runners or rircerunners rlre tt,p-ricrrl in["rabit.,:

of open deserts :rnd semi-deserts, steppes and nrourrtaitt biott,tr
The size :rnd habitLrs oFracenlnners differ depencline on tlrcir l -

sryle: sler-rder and lone-tailed sprecies live or-r soft soils, rvhilc rl
massive and short-railed ones live on solicl grotrncls. J-he nrrl\inr..
body length is 9.8 crn.

Representatives of the genr-rs have :r nrlrrow front,rl shicl.l ,

the occipital is absent or poorly expressed. The r-rostril is loc...-

between the 3-4 r'rasal shields and is widely sepirriltecl fl..,n'.

supralabial. The masseteric shield is abser-rt. Dorsal scales rlr'ü \n..

granular, smooth, or have blur-rt keels. Ventral pl:rtes are Qu.rii:
gular, smooth, and arranged in oblique rows. A large trlr.rsl',.: ,

shield on the lower eyelid is:rbsent. Species livins in sancli'cI..: '

for ex:rmple the Reticulate Desert Runner, Erentins g'ttntuti,,:. '

have enlarged, laterally prof ectine elongated scales on th.ir :

lorniing lateral fringes tha.t act like snowshoes ,rnc-l allori' tlt.::'
rlln across loose sand. All species have femoral pores, btrt th..-
often very poorly developed and almost invisible.

Dorsal background colouration depends on that of thr -

strate. L'r species inhabiting sandy biotopes, sar-rdy shades f',r..:



Reptilia: Squamata: "Lacertilia:" Lacertidae: Dareuskia r6g

\lap 6z: Dareushia rudis. Map 63: Dareushia saxicola.

\atural history: The Georgian Rock Lizard remains close to the

:ocks and rocky outcrops of terrains along the banks of rivers and

.rn sreep-sided slopes, mainly in the forest zone.In mountains,

:r lives at an elevation of up to 2,ooo m a.s.l. This species uses

;racks and gaps between stones as shelter. In general, the habits

.'.i rhe Georgian Rock Lizard are similar to those of the Common
Rock Lizard. It maintains more or less permanent, small individ-
ual rerritories and protects them from conspecific intruders. The

:ctive season begins in February or March and ends in October
trr November. During the mating season, clashes regularly occur

benveen males, resembling the "fights" of green lizards. \When

roricing each other from a certain distance, the males stop, firm-
li' righten their body from the sides and on extended forelimbs,

somewhat sideways to each other, begin to draw closer, some-

rimes stopping and scraping the ground with their front legs. The
*'eaker opponent usually cannot withstand the pressure and fies.
Females produce 4-8 relatively large eggs (up to 16 mm long) in

June-July. The young hatch in August or early September at a total

-ength of 5o-55 mm. The diet includes various insects, as well as

spiders, molluscs and earthworms. Occasionally, this species also

preys upon small lizards, including its own ofltpring.

Conservation status: The Georgian Rock Lizard is relatively com-

non, forming stable and dense populations within its range. Nev-

ertheless, the species is included in the Red Data Book of North
Ossetia (Alania).

Common Rock Lizard.
D areus kia s axico la (EvnnsvrexN, r 834)

Figs. 286, jr4-3r7,Map 63

In 1834, Eduard Friedrich Evnr.sueNN published his only work
in herpetolory, Lacerta Imperii Rossici uariis in itineribus meis ob-

ieraAta, in which he described several new species, including the

Common Rock Lizard. Until recently, this species was divided into
fbur subspecies, which are now considered full species.

External appearance: This species is a rypical representative of the

rock lizard group, moving with ease over rocky terrain. The head

is flattened, the tail and legs are long, and the fingers have sharp,

curved claws. The maximum body length is 7 cm, the tail is up to

rj.z cm. Males reach larger dimensions than females.

The rostral shield usually does not touch the frontonasal. The
masseteric shield is either absent or of small to medium size. It is

separated from the first supratemporal shield by t-+ small scales,

and from the small tympanic shield by r-S small scales. The dorsal

scales are small, round, smooth, and slightly convex, arranged in

4r-74rows around midbody. The row of femoral pores is long and

reaches to the knee joint.
Colour and pattern are variable. In males, the upper side of

the body can be grass green or other shades of green; females lack

green shades in their colouration, and their back is more or less

dark sandy-yellow in colour.

In the middle of the dorsum, there is a stripe made of a single

or a double row of dark spots and flecks; on the fanks there are

stripes of the same colour decorated with pale ocelli; these ocelli
turn blue at chest level. The back pattern may be obscure and

barely distinguishable in some specimens.

Figs. 3r4-3ry: Variation in ventral colouration in the Common Rock Lizard.
E. DuNavEv


