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\/entral surface is u,hite or yellorvish. In n-rales, especiallv olcl or-res,

the tl-rroat and coll,rr, the otrter tip of ventr,rl scales, ar-rcl ofier-r rrlso

the hi;'rs, are flesh-pink.

Distinguishing features Ercuti,/s lu'gus cliflbrs fronr rrll other spe-

cies of the genus by havinq nvo, insterrcl of or-re , fr-ontonrrsrr.l scales.

Distribution and subspecies: This is a. comnron lizarcl in Mor.rgo-

lia, China, arrcl Korea.

In Rr.rssia, this species is fbr-rnd ir.r Soutl-rern Burvatirr, to the

north approxinrtrte lv u;'r to the citv of Ulan-Ude, rrnd in the ex-

trenre sollth-west of Chita Region. C)f tlie nvo subspecics recog-

rrizecl, Russia is inl-rabired by Barbour's De.sert Runner, E. t. bar-

bottriScuxu DT, r92i.

Natural history: h-r tl-re 
-ll'ansbaikal 

regior-r, this species is found on

ston\/ slopes rvith scirttered br-rsl-res or other vegetation, river terrrrc-

es, rrtrd pirre fbrest edges. Mongoliirr-r Desert Runners also inhabit
railway embankments ilnd settle not only in clry arerrs Lrut nea.r

wilter as well. In Mongolia, the species occrlrs in vrrriolrs stcppe,

fbrest-s teppe, ancl senr i-desert l:rnclscapes benveen 600-2, o io nr

elevatiot't, rvhere it is often encounterecl :rn-riclst peashnrbs ((tnt-
gutrr) or rodcnt (gerbils, Brrrndt's vole) colonies, secl<ing refirqe in

their burrorvs. ln Cl-rir-rrr, it appears to prefbr sinrilar cln'I'rabitats,
ar.rcl in Korea, apart from tl're plrrces tt'pical fbr this species, it also

\. St:rrrlr'.

settlcs ir-r rice ficlcls. The N'loneolian Desert RLlnncr ncvcr coeri:..
rvitl-r otl-rer species of Et'cutirt-; enc-l is scrlrce rrlnrost evervu,herc. i.

cloes r-rot constrllct its ovn'n burrou's but retrelrts intcl rocl< clcvi,-.
or the lrrirs olsr-nrrll nrrrnrnrals in crrsc olcianqer.

Its rrctivitv is ciiunral, rvith u single peak cluring thc ciei'. In rlr-
Transbaikel reqion, the ;.rctive scrlson lrrsts fronr thc cnd of ,\1.'

ro thc enc{ of Ar.rgr.rst. Ir-r the north of thc specics'rrlnqc, rrr.rrir -
occllrs Lretn'een the enci of April rrncl rhe encl of N'Iar'. 

'l'his is .,

oviprrrous species, but tl-rc cxrrct tinre of eqg cleposition,tncl ti:,
cltrrrrtion of incubrrtion rrre unknorvr-r. Clutcl'res trsually cot'tt.tirt :--
(sonretimes rl.s nrrury as six) eqgs. The young elnerge rrt the cntl

Julv or besinning of Atrsust, ancl have boclv lenqths of r.7-r.9 .
Llpon hatcl-rir-rg. Mongolirrn Desert Runne'rs begin to breccl iu r: -

seconcl year oltheir lifb, rrfter reacliing boclv lengths of 5.r-;.I .,,
The cliet cot'tsists of rr varie$'of insccts, nrrrinlv beetles, ortho;.,i.
:1ns, :Ints, cicadrrs, crrterpillars, cadclisHies, as u,'ell as s;riclcrs. .\ .,,..
of a N4or-rgoliar-r t)esert RLlnner errtir-rg 11 trce fl'oq nretrrrror'ph :.

Lreen recorded in tl-re north of N4ongoliir. ln ttrrn, these liz-arri:., ,

prevecl upon bv nptors lrncl snlrkes, sr-rch rrs Steprpe Ribborr I{.r.r
anc-l, prossiblr', Asiarr copperheads.

Conservation status: Brrrbour's t)csert Runner is includecl irr : -

Rec-l Data Bool<s of RLrssia, Blrryrrtirr, rrncl thc Aein (Br-rrvar) r,..

tononloLls Rcgion.
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The Steppe Rtu'tner st,rrrcls out fi'om othcr species ctl Erutti,tsb'.
virst rrlnge rulcl LurusLrallv hieh lg,el of vuriabilin,in size, colorrr..,

piltte r n, associrrteci u.i th tl're l-rab i trrt chrrrrrc teri s tics.

External appearance: The l-rrrbitus is nras.sive or nrorc slcncler. ll, ,

length tn,rv reitch 9.7 cn-I, tail length I2.2 cnr. AclLrlt boclr r,. -
varies benveen 7.r rrnd r9.8 g.'fl-re larqest incliviclLurls rire firrrn.:

thc east of tl-re species'rrlnqe. ln Ci.scaLrc:rsirr, the n-rtrxinrurtt l'', .
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Fig. 3zo: I)ortlrrit ot'rr \'longolirrn I)escrt Rurrncr.

Map 64: I-.r())titts (/r!uj.
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rgth of nrrrles rerrchcs 8 cnr, tlie trril lcngrl'r Io cn-li in fcnrrrles thei'
, -.r cnl an.l 9 cnr, respectivclr'.-l-hc tail is u'iclc rrt its brrse rrncl

.,rplv thins tou.'rrrcls thc e Ircl.

] ]rc suboculrrr scure clocs not tcluch tl-rc cc'lge of the urouth.
::',r'.roctrlrrr scutes rlrc lrot sepirrrrtcd [ry granules fl'on-r tl're frontrrl

:.{ lronrol-rarictal shiclcls. TI-re cftrrsal scr-Lles rrre snrall, qrrrtrlrl,rr,

r,,,,rh. or u'clrklv liee lecl. The ve ntrrrla are qrurclrrrnqtrlrrr, snrooth,

r!i .rlrrrngecl in obliclue rou's. The ro*'of ienroral porcs cloes t'tot

.r.h the knec joint b1'l -l scrrles in tl-re vast r-najoritv of speci-

:ns t)l I:. r. lcsu'ti.-l-he back of Steppe Rutrners is sro', firlvous,
',,ri ni.sh or pale vellou'. 

-fl-rc colour of rhe uppcr strrf,tcc of tl-re
,.1r ofren corres;'roncls u'itl-r tl-re coloLrr of tl're substrate tl-re lizarcl

(\ on. FoLrr prrttcnr tvpes hrrve been clescribecl fl'or-r-r rn'itl'rin the

re ics'rrrnge. lt4ost Stc;'rpe Rutrners fl'onr Russiir hrl\,e a prrttcnr of
rrqirLrdinel rorvs olbright spots iurcl clasl-rcs, ['renveen u,hich tl-rcrc

..l,rrli spots.-l'he Lrrtc{et'sicle of the boclv is u,hite, ashr'-bltre or
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Fig. lz4t Close-up of the head of a Steppe Runner.

bluish. The top of the tail is dark grey, and the inner sides of the

lower leg and thigh are yellow.

Distinguishing features: This species differs from the Rapid Race-

runner by its massive build, short tail, distinct pattern, and the
subocular scale being separated from the supralabial.

Distribution and subspecies: The Steppe Runner is widespread

from north-eastern Romania in the west, to south-western Mon-
golia and north-western China in the east. The northern bound-
ary of the species' range passes through the steppe zone of the
European part of Russia, whereas the southern limit is in Türkey
and Iran. In the former USSR, Steppe Runners inhabit the steppe,

semi-desert, and desert zones oF the European part of Kazakhstan

and the states of Central Asia.

The Russian range extends from the Ural River southwards to
Dagestan, northwards up to the Voronezh and Samara regions,

where the species occurs in the Khopersky Nature Reserve and the

surroundings of the ciry of Tolyatti.
\Within the disrribution range, five subspecies are recognized;

in Russia, only the western subspecies, E. arguta deserti (Gurur.r,

ry89), is found.

Natural history: Steppe Runners occur both in lowlands as well
as mountains up to z,ooo-z,2oo m elevation in Ti'anscaucasia and

Kirghizia. They inhabit areas with loose, soft or slightly hard soils

with patches of grass and shrub vegetation, where they quickly
burrow themselves into loose sand at the sign of danger. In solid
ground thinly covered with grass, it digs burrows up to 75 cm
long and zo-3o cm deep. The daily activity of this species is diur-
nal, with a single peak in early spring and late autumn, and with
two peaks at other times of the year. Depending on geographic
location, hibernation ends berween late February and late April;
whilst it begins between the second half of September to early
or mid-November. Mating is in April or May. Females produce
r-z clutches containing z-8 eggs in the reproductive season. In
Kalmykia, females lay their eggs in abandoned rodent burrows in
hard soi[, and in self-constructed, 5-8 cm deep holes in soft soil.

The incubation period lasts 5o-6o days. The time of hatchling
emergence varies significantly in different populations, subject of
weather conditions. The young have body lengths of 2.5-3.4 cm
at hatching. Sexual maturiry is attained at the approximate age of
one year, after reaching a body length of l.i cm. The diet consists

chiefly of beetles, ants, butterflies, caterpillars, dipterans, ortho-
pterans, and bugs. Other insects, slaters, spiders, and molluscs are
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DuNavev Fig. 3zi: 
'Irack left b1'a Steppe Runner in loose sand E. DuN..r'r'rr
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less common. Isolated cases of cannibalism are known. Leaves.

cruciferous seeds, mulberries and other plant materials are eaten

only in small quantities.

Sreppe Runners are preyed upon by several species of snak.',
(sand boas, Smooth Snake, Dione's Snake, Caspian Whip Snakc.

Four-lined Snake, Steppe Viper), raptors (buzzards, Black Kite .

Steppe Eagle) and carnivorous mammals, including dogs.

Conservation status: The Steppe Runner is included in the Rc.:

Data Books of Ingushetia, the Altai and Krasnodar Territories, an.:

the Lipetsk, Orenburg, Samara, and Saratov regions.

Multi-ocellated Racerunner
Eremias mubiocelkra GüNIHnn, t87z
Figs.3z61z9,Map 66

The name oFthis species refers to the dorsal partern formed by riu-

merous eyespots. It was in this species of racerunners that Russirrr:

zoologist V. N. SnNrrNIKov first discovered ovovivipariry.

External appearance: Maximum body length 7.4 cm, tail lenerl:

9.8 cm. Racerunners inhabiting mountains are usually larger ,rn.:

have a longer tail than those living in the lowlands.

The subocular scale is separated from the mouth edge by th.
supralabials. Body scales are smooth, granular or flat. The top o:
the tail is covered with flat smooth scales on its front third, thc'n

elongate scales with weak keels. Femoral pores do not reach th.
knee joint; the gap between the femoral pore rows is relativel,
wide. Patcern and colouration vary',vith both age and sex, and als..,

depend on the rype of habitat. The dorsal side of the Multi-ocellat-
ed Racerunner is grey with a brownish or greenish hue and a pat-

tern of dark spots and ocelli. Males have blue, greenish or yellor,

ocelliedged with black on their flanks. These ocelli are very briehr
in the breeding season, and their colour may change from sprins
to autumn. Females are coloured more dingily and do not havc'

rhe brightly-coloured ocelli of males. Specimens from mountain
populations are darker; in contrast, those living in desert habitats

with a yellowish-red substrate and small pebbles, are coloured in

sandy tones. Young Multi-ocellated Desert Runners have a con-

trasting mosaic pattern of pale, dark-edged ocelli on their back.

and conspicuous longitudinal stripes on the neck and flanks. In

half-grown and adult specimens, the longitudinal stripes are morc

pronounced. The belly is white or slightly yellowish. In old malc,


