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The ventral scales are almost qLladrangLllar in shape, arrirnged in

six or eieht loneitudinarl rows.

The frontal bone is usuallv paired. Teeth are loctrted on the ill-
termaxillary and supramaxillary bones, and not separated bv a eap

from each other. There erre usually nine teeth on the ir-rterma-xillan'

bone (rarell'ro). Teeth are also present on the ptervgoid bones. In
hatchline green lizerrds, the postorbital and postfrontal bones are

usually separated from each other (only tn L. schreiberi are thev

fused). The usual number of presacral vertebrae is t 7 in males' :tnd

z8 in fbmales (in the Sand Lizard often z8 in males and z9 irt fe-

males), with the range being z6-28 ir-r males and z7-3o in females.

All species of Lncerta lav eegs. Green lizards are territorial ani-

mals; they are active during the da1'.

The genus Lacerta has long served as a "u'astebasket" of ir-rnu-

merous species, most of r,vhich are cLlrrently allocated to separate

genera, mainlv on account of biochemictrl dilfere r-rces. Based on

these data, the genus Lrtcerta currently comprises to species.

The range ol the genus covers Europe, the Asian part of Türkev

and the Caucasus region, western Svriir, Israel, western Jordan, as

well as western and northern Iran. Three species occur in Rr-rssia.

One of them, the Sand Lizard, has a vast distribution that reaches

to Lake Baikal in the east.

Sand Lizard
Lacerta agilis (LtNNnEus , 17t8)

Figs. 337-3 4t, Map 69

This is not the largest, but the most rvidespread species of Lacet'trt'

In Russia, there are two more species of this genus: the Caspiar-r

Green Lizard and the Caucasian Green Lizard.

Map 69: Iico'hl tt(ili:.

External appearance: The Sarrd Lizarcl nrtv reach ,r bodv length ot

II.-l cnr, and:r tail leneth of r9.r cm. Itr -soltte popr.rlrrtiol'ts, tttrtlc'

srou, l:rrser than fbn-rales, while in others, ir is the op'r1'rosite. Sprcc-

imens rerrch larger sizes in the sor-rtherlt parts of the species' r:lttqc.

The dorsal scales are nilrro\v and distiltctly keeled. Fentatles h,tr .

slightlv rnore ventrals thirn males. There are I--l postnasrrl scalcs.

and r-z loreals (r:rrelv trone). Tl-re $'ntpxtnic sl'rielcl, as a rule, is not

pronollnced. Alone r.vitl-r other ch,rr,rcters, the nr.tmber and loc,t-

tior-r of sc,rles on the snoLlt are used fbr distineuishing sttbspteci.t.

Femor:rl pores number 9-r8 ar-rd rtlrv:l\'s reach the kr-ree ioint.
Colour and pattern are r,:triable. The dorsal surlace of itiic-

niles is p:rle firlvous or trrou'n with r-z wide, dark srripes ltilrro\\ -

h'edged with a paler colotrr. Aclult males are cololtred ilt sl-r,r.1..

of olive or green, ,rnd lemales are brown or brorvnish-firh'oLr..

However, in some areas, such as the hieh rnount:rin meadon's ttl

Kabardino-Balkaria, both fen'rales :rnd t.nales hrlr'e a brieltt grecrt

colour. Along the vertebral lir-re, there are I-2 rows of dark or black
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Fig. 137 Malc.srrncl Lizarcl of the sulrsl.rccics Li(o'trt t{ilis boutticrr photocrephed in Daqestrtrr
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Fig.338: Ventral colouration of the Sand Lizard. Fig. 119:. Dorsal colour pattern of a female Sand Lizard of the eastern subspecies,

spots, and on the sides of the body, there are two rows of elongate,
ri'hite spots with a black edge. Some specimens are monochrome,
reddish-brown or black above, lacking any pattern. The belly is
greenish-blue or brownish-yellow, with small dark spots.

Distinguishing features: The Sand Lizard differs from the Caspian
Green Lizard by lacking a rympanic shield, having a srouter build
and a dissimilar juvenile pattern; it differs from the Caucasian
Green Lizard by having more femoral pores.

Distribution and subspecies: The Sand Lizard is widespread in
Europe and Asia, with its range extending from southern Great
Britain, central France and northern Spain to the Southern tans-
baikal Region, north-western China, and north-wesrern Mongo-
lia. In the territory of the former USSR, it occurs from the wesrern
borders to the Northern Baikal and Southern Thansbaikal regions
in the east, and, southwards, to the Caucasus, Kazakhstan and the
mountains of eastern CentralAsia. It reaches northwards up to 6oo

northern latitude.
Of the ro or rr recognized subspecies, rhe eastern form, L. a.

exigua Elcnvrero, r83r, is the most widespread in Russia. North
Ossetia, Ingushetia, Chechnya, and Dagestan are inhabited by
the Dagestan Sand Lizard, L. a. boemica Sucaow, 1929, which
some experts consider a distinct species. Also, in the Leningrad
Region and in the south of Karelia, the subspecies Z. a. cltersonensis

ANonzr;o\rsKy, 1832, occurs in a fairly extensive zone, in contact
with the eastern subspecies. The recently described subspecies Z.

rt. mzymtenizi TuNIyBv & TüNIvEv, zooS was based on specimens

originating from the Mzymta River basin in the \(/esrern Cauca-

E. DuN,ryrv Lltcerta agilis exigua. E. DuNnvrv

sus. Lacerta a. grusinica PEtERs, 196o inhabits the south-east of the
Krasnodar Territory, Abkhazia and Ajara, \Testern Georgia and
the Black Sea coast of Tirrkey east to Thabzon. Some authorities
question the validiry of this subspecies.

Natural history: The Sand Lizard inhabits the forest, forest-steppe
and steppe zones, and locally penetrares the semi-deserr zone and
the outskirts of the sands. It occurs in dry habitats, including syn-
anthropic ones; in the south of the species' range, it is found in
more humid places. In the mountains, it lives at elevations of up
to j,too m a.s. l. The largest populations occur in the sreppe zone.

The activiry of this species is diurnal. Overwintering lasts from

Fig. 3+o: Dorsal colour pattern of a male of the eastern subspecies, Lacerta a.

E. DuN.qvEv
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the end of September or October to March-May, deper-rding on

Iocarion. Lizards fall into inactivity at an air temperature of +7.;

"C. The breeding season begins shortly after the end of hiberna-

tion; fights are observed berween males. Pairs remain rogether for

the reproductive season. Sand Lizards dig deep burrows of uP to

70 cm length. Benveen the end of May and the beginning ofJune,

females produce r-z clutches, each conraining 4-It eggs' The in-

cubation period lasts for about two monrhs. Hatchlings with a

body length of z3_3.4 cm emerge in July. They become sexually

mature after the second or third hibernation, at a body length

of 7-8 cm. The longevity of L. rt. boemica is 6-7 years in Dages-

tan. Sand Lizards feed on various insects and their larvae, spiders'

woodlice, earthworms, and molluscs. Large individuals mav eat

smaller lizards, including their own young.

Conservation status: The Sand Lizard is included in the Red Data

Books of Karelia, Moscow Tver, and the Tomsk regions, as well as

the Khanty-Mansi Autonomous Area.

ffi*

irdults brFig. 141:Jr.rr.enile Crtucasirrn Greer.r l-izards irre eirsilv distinguished fl'onl

tl.reir pale longituclinal stri;res. E.

Caucasian Green Lizard
Lacerta media LeNrz & Cvnfr.r, rgzo

Figs. 3-12-3 41, Map 7o

The Caucasian Green Lizard ofter-r settles among dense, prickl''

bushes on steep, stonv slopes and drops itself from a height of -l-.
merres at the slightest disturbance. Large lizards, especially m,rlc'

with strong limbs, are capable of making long iumps from storl.

to stone. When mr-rlberries ripen, these lizards show no aversiot-l t,'

eating the sweet fruits.

External appearance: This is the largest species of the genus Lttct;'-

ta, reachine a body length oF 17 cm, tail length of z1 cm or l.tlorc

and ;r body weight of 7o g. In the Russian part of the specic,

range, specimens are rypically smaller rhan in Transcaucasia. I\'1a1..

grow larger rhan females. A marsseteric scale is absent, and the n'nr-

par-ric scale is usually pronounced. There are usually four p,rirs .',:-

infralabials, less often five. The dorsal scales are hexagonerl anti

elongate, with strongly developed keels, and arranged in 4z-s('
rows at midbody. The row of rr-r6 femoral pores is short, ,rti,-l

does not reach the knee ioint; at the same time, external Pores i.ll'r

smaller than internal ones.

The dorsal surface of juveniles is dark brown or fulvous witl-r fi..
narroq greenish longitudinal stripes. Adult lizards are bright srecrl

with numerous small black spots and speckles, with a vermiculrttr

or reticulate pattern on the head. The r.rpper side of the hir-rdlec'

on females has round black spots. The ver-rter is yellowish-greetl il

males, and yellowish or white in females. During the breedirlg sc.r-

son, rhe lateralside of the head, throat, and somerimes the edges o:.

the body along the venter on the male acquire a bright, pale blLr.

to mid-blue colour, and the body becomes emerald green. Oficn'

there are also rounded blue spots on the sides of the fronr rhird.,:
the body. The tail and hindlegs are always green.

Distinguishing features: This species differs from the Fir,-.-

srreaked Green Lizard by its larger size and a short row of fen'ror.r.

pores that do not reach the knee.

Distribution and subspecies taxonomy: The Caucasian Grecrl

Lizard is common in eastern Türkey and r-rorth-western Iran. Ir-.

the Car-rcasus, it occurs sporadically in eastern and northern Getlr-

gia, in the foothills and mountainous regions of Azerbaiian rrrr.:

Armenia, and on the Black Sea coast in Abkhazia and Aiaria.

In Russia, it Iives in the valleys of the rivers of inland Dagestrin.

and in isolared localities on the Black Sea coasr of the Krasnod.rr

Territory.
Of the three to five currently recognized subspecies' the nonri-

notypical one, Z. m. media LeNrz & CvnfN, 19zo, inhabits th.

Caucasus. Previously', the Caucasus Green Lizard was considerc'l

a synonym of the polytypic species Lacerta trilinertta Br,oRrec'r.

1886, which was then divided into more than ten subspecies.

Natural history: The Caucasian Green Lizard lives in shrub thick-

ets, in juniper and pistachio-juniper arid, open forests, or decic{-

uous oak Forests. It is also found in vineyards, gardens, pricklr

and rocky hedges. In mountains, it is found up to z,6o0 m a.s.l.

but, in Dagestan, it does not occur at such high elevations. Pop'r-

ulirtion densities are uneven within the species' range. Whereas irl

Dasestan, in the surroundinss of the villages of Akhry and Rr-rtr.rl.
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Head scales of ,r Il:rle Cattcrtsian Greer.r Lizard, Laccrta tttelia
E. Dux,lvev

Dur-rr'nv


