about 60 cm above ground. Upon capture, the female regurgitated
a small (29 mm SVL) partially digested anole. We identified it as
another A. polylepis, so this is the first report of cannibalism in
this species.
Some anoles are known to prey on other anoles; some are cases
of cannibalism. The latter has been reported in A. carolinensis
(Jenssen 1993. Herpetol. Rev. 24:58-59) and A. sagrei (Nicholson
et al. 2000. Herpetol. Rev. 31:173-174). Eleven species of Anolis
occur in Golfito, including some common ones such as A. limifrons,
A. capito, A. aquaticus, and A. polylepis. Saurophagy or cannibalism might have implications for studies of territoriality and social
behavior in these and other species of anoles (Nicholson et al., op.
cit.).
Observations were made during a field trip of the herpetology
course at the School of Biology, University of Costa Rica (UCR).
We acknowledge UCR for support at Golfito, and thank William
Eberhard for his suggestions.
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MORA, Escuela de Biologia, Universidad de Costa Rica, 2060
San Pedro, San Jose, Costa Rica; e-mail: marco@biologia.ucr.ac.cr
(MB) and jmmora@biologia.ucr.ac.cr (JMM).
LACERTA MONTICOLA (Iberian Rock Lizard). PREDATION.

Lacerta monticola is a small (65-78 mm adult SVL) insectivorous lacertid lizard found mostly in rocky, montane areas of the
north and central Iberian Peninsula (Perez-Mellado 1997. In Ramos
[ed.], Fauna Iberica, Vol. 10. Reptiles, pp. 207-218. Museo
Nacional de Ciencias Naturales, CSIC, Madrid). In the Sierra de
Guadarrama (Central Spain), it is the only lizard species recorded
between 1750 and 2350 m elevation. Lacerta monticola also shares
this habitat with the snow vole, Chionomys nivalis (Martin and
Salvador 1992. Oikos 65:328-333), a poorly known microtine rodent (40-70 g adult mass) discontinuously distributed from SW
Europe to Iran that typically inhabits deep cavities and interstices
of rocky habitats (Krapp 1982. In Niethammer and Krapp [eds.],
Handbuch der Saugetiere Europas, Rodentia II, pp. 261-283.
Akademische Verlag, Wiesbaden). No data addressing the relationship of these two species exist. Here, we provide the first report of interaction between L. monticola and C. nivalis.
Our observations were made during lizard surveys in the "Puerto
de Navacerrada" (40°46'N, 04°00'W, Guadarrama Mountains; elevation 2000 m) in July—August 2000. At 1200 h on 13 July 2000,
we observed an adult snow vole attack an adult L. monticola (-70
mm SVL). After having emerged from a crevice, the vole ran rapidly toward a male L. monticola that had been basking on a sunny
rock nearby. After a chase lasting a few seconds, the vole managed to grasp the lizard by its tail. The lizard immediately autotomized its tail and fled. The vole took the broken tail, ran to a crevice, and, there, ate the entire tail.
On 13 August 2000 at 1100 h, after the period of emergence of
hatchling lizards, we observed a second attack by an adult snow
vole. The vole had been walking on the rocks close to a crevice
when it detected a L. monticola hatchling (-30 mm SVL). Upon
detection, it easily captured it after a short rush, and immediately
started to eat it by the head.
Adult snow voles were considered to be exclusively herbivorous (Krapp, op. cit.). Our observations suggest that predation can

be at least facultative. The rigor of environmental conditions in
alpine habitats may contribute to explaining why snow voles occasionally prey on lizards, but Chionomys nivalis needs study to
determine the importance of predation in its overall ecology.
We thank "El Ventorrillo" MNCN Field Station for use of their
facilities. Project DGESIC PB 98-0505 to PL and JM, and a
predoctoral grant `Beca per a la Formaci6 de Personal Investigador'
1998FI-00668 (CIRIT) and project DGES PB96-0991 to JJL supported this research.
Submitted by PILAR LOPEZ, JUAN J. LUQUE LARENA
and JOSE MARTIN, (PL and JM) Departamento de Ecologia
Evolutiva, Museo Nacional de Ciencias Naturales, CSIC, Jose
Gutierrez Abascal, 2. 28006 Madrid, Spain; (JJL) Department()
de Biologia Animal, Universitat de Barcelona, Avenida Diagonal
645, 08028 Barcelona, Spain; e-mail (PL):
Pilar.Lopez@mncn.csic.es .
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(Northern Curlytailed Lizard) OPPORTUNISTIC PREDATION. Distinctive
circumstances can result in opportunistic predation on atypical prey
(Woodin and Woodin 1981. Florida Field Nat. 9:64). Here, we
document an opportunistic predation event by a great barracuda
on a northern curly-tailed lizard, Leiocephalus carinatus armouri,
in South Florida.
At ca. 0800 h on 22 August 2002, a sunny day with a temperature around 27°C, a ca. 7.5 cm SVL adult lizard was observed
sunning 0.3 m above the ground on the smooth, painted seawall
above the estuarine canal (the Intracoastal Waterway) near
Woolbright Road in Boynton Beach, Florida (26°30'N, 80°03'W).
Intimate familiarity with the species, especially the characteristic
curl in the tail, revealed the lizard to be a northern curly-tailed
lizard, L. carinatus armouri, a well-established exotic species in
Florida (Weigl et al. 1969. Copeia 1969:841-842). Three anglers,
visible from the lizard's position, startled the curly-tail by rapidly
approaching its perch from the west. Yet, rather than seek escape
by climbing down the seawall to the adjacent ground, the lizard
fled down the east side of the seawall and promptly fell 1.5 m
down into ca. 0.5 m deep water. After struggling at the water surface no more than 2-3 seconds, the lizard disappeared from the
surface in a V-waked noisy splash. A relatively small (ca. 70 cm
fork length) great barracuda, Sphraena barracuda,could be seen
ca. 0.3 m below the surface holding the lizard sideways in its jaws.
When the anglers climbed onto the seawall to view the commotion, the barracuda, still with the curly-tail, darted out of view.
Observations of the general area continued until about 0805 h, but
neither the barracuda nor lizard was seen again.
A breeding population of curly-tailed lizards has existed at the
Woolbright Road location since at least 1986, and this species is
one of the most common reptiles in the local area (HTS, pers.
obs.). Previous observations of northern curly-tailed lizards over
many years at this site have shown it to be an agile terrestrial reptile that climbs rough-surfaced hard structures (e.g., cement staircases) with ease and habitually seeks shelter in structural crevices
when disturbed. This coupled with unfavorable circumstances of
the lizard being startled and the relatively smooth seawall surface
presenting a poor surface for purchase likely contributed to this
opportunistic predation event.
LEIOCEPHALUS CARINATUS ARMOURI
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